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Saturday 11th December at 2.00pm. Moordown Community Centre, 21 Coronation Ave, 
Bournemouth BH9 1TW. 3.30pm Mince pies, mulled wine, and a live performance!

What’s ‘populism’ 
and has it peaked?
A talk by Emeritus Professor Roger Eatwell 

In 2017 the Cambridge Dictionary chose ‘populism’ as its 
word of the year, reflecting a rising tide of populism around 
the world – including the 2016 Brexit referendum and the 
election of Donald Trump. Focusing especially on national 
populist examples from Europe and the US, Roger’s talk will 
look at what links such disparate ‘populist’ movements, ask 
whether they are major threats to democracy, what factors 
have been driving them, and whether the defeat of

Click image to tell us you’re coming

Trump and decline of parties such as the Italian League and Austrian Freedom Party mean that 
the populist wave has now peaked. 

Roger Eatwell is Emeritus Professor of Comparative Politics at the University of Bath. He has 
written widely on contemporary politics and 20th century history, including Fascism: a History 
(Vintage, 2003) and (co-author Matthew Goodwin) National Populism: the Revolt against Liberal 
Democracy (Pelican, 2018). The latter was a 2018 Sunday Times Book of the Year Choice. Details 
of further publications can been found on his Amazon author page. 

Dorset Humanists Choir
Also known as The Hawkridge Singers

After the talk, please join us for complimentary mince pies, mulled 
wine, and seasonal entertainment by our very own choir. Twelve of 
us have been working hard on our vocal chords and harmonies to 
bring you a selection of secular festive songs including Blah Blah
Bethlehem and Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire. With David 
Stott at the piano, and a glass of mulled wine in your hand, what 
better way could there be to start the season! 

PS We don’t have a grand piano, but we do have our own Yamaha. 

mailto:chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk
https://dorset.humanist.org.uk/wp/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dorsethumanists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dorsethumanists/
https://twitter.com/dorsethumanists
https://twitter.com/dorsethumanists
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roger-Eatwell/e/B00J0A9796?ref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/281995921/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/281995921/
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Phil Mayer
We are very sad to announce that Phil Mayer 
died on 5th November. He was 100 years old 
and had been living independently at his home 
in Poole. 

Phil was our longest-serving treasurer until he 
reached the age of ninety. He visited schools to 
inform students about Humanism and was our 
Humanist of the Year in 2011. 

Cathy Silman wrote: "I still have such fond 
memories of how welcoming and friendly he 
and Dennis Bannister were at my first visit to 
Dorset Humanists. They were the reason I 
joined. I still remember feeling relieved that, in 
a place where I knew nobody, there was 
potential for meeting people who thought like 
me. He will be really missed." 

A family funeral was held on Monday 22nd 
November with a wake afterwards at the Haven 
Hotel where humanist celebrant Simon Bull 
read the eulogy followed by a number of 
tributes. This was attended by Anne Sieve, 
Angela Bowden, Simon Bowden, Cathy Silman 
and David Warden. 

Phil was born in 1920 in Camden and was only 
thirteen years old when his mother died. He 
joined the Civil Service at the age of sixteen 
and worked his way up to become a Principal 
(senior manager).  During the War he was 
posted to Stratford-upon-Avon and he became 
an admirer of Shakespeare. 

He joined the RAF as a radio operator and 
mechanic and in 1945 was posted to East Africa 
shortly before VE Day. 

Back in the Civil Service he was active in the 
trades union movement. In 1950, while 
working at the Foreign Office, he was given a 
posting to the US. But the posting was 
dramatically cancelled, just before he boarded 
the plane, after it was discovered that he had 
been a member of the Communist Party. Later 
on he worked at the Department of Education 
and Science when Margaret Thatcher was the 
Secretary of State. He had a disagreement with 
her over her policy of closing special schools. 

In 1956, he married his wife Sheila and they 
had two children, Anne-Marie and Christopher. 
He left the Civil Service in the 1970s and briefly 
sold life insurance (a less successful venture) 
and worked in a friend’s publishing company. 

Phil and Sheila retired to their holiday home 
Broomrigg in Parkstone, Poole around 1986. 
They also had a house in Haig Avenue, off 
Canford Cliffs Road. He became active in the 
Poole Radio Society and the Radio Society of 
Great Britain. Sheila died in 2011. He was also 
predeceased by his sister Margot who used to 
attend some of our humanist meetings. 

A recording of Claude Debussy’s The Girl with 
the Flaxen Hair was played at the wake and 
William Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18 was read:

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance or nature’s changing course 
untrimm'd;
But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;
Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his 
shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOxJpPiFe0k
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Dates for your diary
Weds 22nd

December, 

7.30pm

Poole Hill 

Brewery

Festive Pub social. Wear something festive if you dare! Hosted by 

Dean Robertson who may be a little tipsy on arrival. 

Sat 8th January,

2pm

Moordown 

Community 

Centre

The Common Good – a talk and discussion led by economist Henri 

Ruff. Is the Common Good important, and if so, why? If it’s 

important, what practical steps can we consider to reach whatever 

is the Common Good? 
Sunday 23rd

January

Lighthouse, 

Poole

Holocaust Memorial Day. Our treasurer Daniel Dancey is one of 

the readers and Maggie Pepin reads the Pledge. Please let David 

Warden know if you would like a ticket for this event. 
Weds 26th

January, 

7.30pm

Elstead Hotel Bad Information and Fake News: The threat to democracy – a talk 

by Mike Flood, Chairman of Milton Keynes Humanists 

Saturday 12th

February 

1.00pm* lunch 

and talk

Moordown

*Ticketed 

event

Darwin Day. Our distinguished guest speaker is Ariane Sherine 

who will speak about her book “How to Live to 100”. Ariane was 

the inspiration behind the world-famous ‘Atheist Bus Campaign’. 

*Tickets from Lyn.glass@btinternet.com Please check lunch start 

time nearer the date. More details to follows. 

Plus social events and walks which will be announced on Dorset Humanists Meetup. Please check all 

events nearer the time in case of any venue changes. 

Jane Bannister 
Winter Appeal
Dorset Humanists has delivered its third 
instalment of food to the Hope for Food 
foodbank bringing our total donation 
this year to £862.84. Many thanks to 
committee member Dean Robertson for 
arranging the purchase and delivery. 

At the 2021 AGM, members of Dorset 
Humanists approved a proposal to buy 
food for Hope for Food, a local 
foodbank, up to a limit £1,000. This 
amount has since been augmented by 
further generous donations from one of 
our members and proceeds from our 
25th anniversary. Dorset Humanists 
committee has voted to keep the ball 
rolling with our Jane Bannister Winter 
Appeal. You can donate cash at our 
events or contact David Warden if you 
would like to donate by bank transfer. 

www.hopeforfood.org.uk

Susan Bryson
Susan Bryson has recently 
moved to Crystal Palace to 
be nearer to her children 
and grandchildren.  Susan 
was a highly esteemed 
member of our committee, 
schools visiting team, 
pastoral team, and catering 
team. She leaves many gaps 
and will be hugely missed! 

Covid guidelines
We’d love to see you but if you’ve any reason to 
suspect you might be infected with Covid-19, 
including cold or flu symptoms, please stay away 
from our events until you’re in the clear. Thank 
you for your co-operation. 

At a recent committee meeting, David Warden 
awarded Susan an honorary life membership of 
Dorset Humanists. We wish her every happiness in 
the future.  

http://www.hopeforfood.org.uk/
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“I just wanted to record my thanks to you and 
your team for the invitation to the Anniversary 
evening last week. It was impressive to see 
how the group has gone from strength to 
strength and become what must be the most 
successful Humanist group in the UK. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening …” David 
Croman (Secretary of DH 1999-2001)

“A great, warm atmosphere and a fantastic 
celebration of the anniversary. Gary and Becky

“An excellent event!” Chris Smith

“Thank you for a fun evening! There were some 
impressive movers on the dance floor.” Corinne

“A great evening, I was pleasantly surprised.” 
Aaron

“A very interesting speech and I’ll make sure it 
goes in the archive. Glad it was a successful 
evening!” Andrew Copson, Chief Executive of 
Humanists UK

Dorset Humanists 
celebrates 25th 
anniversary 
Around fifty members and friends enjoyed our 
25th anniversary bash at the Brunswick Hotel in 
Charminster. Popular ukulele band the Mother 
Ukers, with their foot-stomping style, got us on 
the dance floor immediately and we stayed 
there for most of the evening!  

Andrew Copson, who was unable to join us 
because of seasonal flu, sent us this message 
which was read out by David Warden during his 
speech to mark the occasion: “Regular travels 
down to see Dorset Humanists have been a 
highlight in my last 10 years as chief executive 
of Humanists UK. It is without doubt the most 
consistently thriving local humanist groups in 
the country. So much of this is of course down 
to the very able leadership that you’ve enjoyed 
over time but also the infectious enthusiasm 
and deep engagement that I always see first-
hand when visiting. This year Humanists UK is 
marking its 125th anniversary and I’m certain 
that 100 years from now you will be doing the 
same!”

David Warden was especially pleased that his 
predecessor, David Croman, was present at the 
event. Our founder, Tony Tiffany, and third 
chair, Jane Bannister, are sadly no longer with 
us but David paid tribute to them both. David Warden with husband John Hubbard singing and 

dancing to “Always Look On The Bright Side of Life” 
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The State of the 
World’s Wildlife
Norman Maclean spoke to us about the state 
of the world’s wildlife at our November event 
at Moordown. This is an edited version of his 
talk which is available to watch in full on our 
YouTube channel.

Norman wishes to convey his apologies for 
not showing all of the wildlife images on his 
PowerPoint owing to a technical problem. 
We have included some in this report. 

Norman is an Emeritus Professor of Genetics 
at the University of Southampton and a 
former Chairman of South Hants Humanists. 
‘The State of the World’s Wildlife’ edited by 
Norman is expected to be published in 2022. 

The world’s wildlife is not doing very 
well. It’s a somewhat negative story but 
to try and dilute the negativity I will 
also talk about species that are doing 
well, mainly as a result of conservation.  

The first life on Earth consisted of molecules 
such as proteins and nucleic acids which 
interacted and made living systems which 
initially were not even in cells. And then 
prokaryotic bacteria evolved and they acquired 
genetic material, either RNA or DNA. 
[Prokaryotic means ‘without a nucleus’]. Quite 
early on, photosynthesising cyanobacteria 
evolved which produced oxygen [cyano means 
blue]. This was the first time that oxygen 
existed on Earth. Initially it was toxic to the 
organisms that had evolved. But then many 
generations of life evolved which were 
dependent on oxygen. They were aerobic, 
although there are still anaerobic bacteria 
around. Then primitive multicellular aerobic 
eukaryotic organisms evolved (with a cellular 
nucleus). And from this the tree of life has 
arisen. Life as a living cell only evolved once on 
Earth. If you look at the DNA sequence of all 
the organisms on Earth, they’ve all grown from 
one original cell. This has only become fully 
apparent in the last ten years. This probably

tells us that it wasn't easy! In other words, the 
evolutionary step of making a living eukaryotic 
cell had a low probability. We’re desperate to 
find out if there's life elsewhere but so far we 
seem to be on our own. 

Mass Extinctions

1. Ordovician 500 million years ago (MYA), 
lasted for 10 million years, caused by 
dramatic changes in sea level

2. Late Devonian 400 MYA, lasted for 3 
million years, caused by global cooling 
and loss of ocean oxygen

3. Late Permian 300 MYA, duration 
unknown, caused by climate fluctuation/ 
Late Triassic 200 MYA, duration 
unknown, caused by severe volcanic 
activity (vulcanism)

4. Late Cretaceous 150 MYA, duration 1 
million years, caused by severe 
vulcanism

5. Dinosaur extinction 65 MYA, duration 
100 years, caused by asteroid impact

6. Holocene extinction 10,000 years to 
present, caused by human activity
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The Holocene Extinction

There were numerous previous extinctions 
caused by volcanic activity, global cooling, the 
acidification of the sea, or a drop in the level of 
the sea. Crocodiles and alligators are really 
modern dinosaurs. And the birds and the 
mammals emerged from/after the dinosaurs so 
it turned out to be good news as well as bad 
news. We’re in the middle of a new extinction 
called the Holocene caused by ourselves which 
started about 10,000 years ago when we began 
to hunt and set fire to parts of the Earth. The
causes of extinction are agricultural 
intensification, hunting for food and pleasure, 
deforestation, overfishing, whaling, introduced 
species, demand for ivory, rhino horn, bird 
plumes, shark fins, extensive pollution of air, 
land and sea, climate change, spread of 
industrial sites and megacities. 

Animal extinctions caused by human 
activity (not a complete list)

• Splendid Poison Frog (2020)
• Spix’s Macaw (2019) - 166 left in captivity
• Northern White Rhino (2018) 
• Baiji River Dolphin (2017)
• Pinta Island Tortoise (2012)
• Caspian Tiger (2001)
• Pyrenean Ibex (2000)
• Western Black Rhino (2006)
• Golden Toad (1989)
• Japanese Sea Lion (1970s)
• Caribbean Monk Seal (1952)
• Schomburgk's Deer (1938)
• Thylacine or Tasmanian Tiger (1930s)
• US Heath Hen (1920s?)
• Passenger Pigeon (1914)
• Carolina Parakeet (1918)
• Sea Mink (1894)
• Atlas Bear (1890)
• Quagga (1883 - like a cross between a horse 

and a zebra)
• Great Auk (North Atlantic, 19thc)
• Dodo (Mauritius, 17thc)
• Aurochs (1627)
• Moa (New Zealand, 15thc)
• Elephant Bird (Madagascar, c13thc)
• Mammoths (c2000BCE)

The Golden Toad was once abundant in a 
small, high-altitude region Costa Rica. The last 
sighting of a single male golden toad was on 
15 May 1989, and it has since been classified 

as extinct by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) - Wikipedia

Carolina Parakeet showing the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

status (Wikipedia)
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The good news: species whose numbers 
have recovered to some extent as a 
result of conservation…

• Lord Howe Island Stick Insect (Pacific)
• Large Blue Butterfly (England)
• Ladybird Spider (England)
• Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Belgium)
• Devil’s Hole Pupfish (Nevada)
• Loggerhead Turtle (Cyprus)
• Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle (Tortuga Island, 

Haiti)
• Aldabra giant tortoise (Indian Ocean atoll)
• Corncrake (Latvia and UK)
• Great Bustard (Portugal and UK)
• Saker Falcon (Hungary)
• White-Tailed Sea Eagle (UK)
• Lesser Kestrel (Spain)
• Eurasian Stone Curlew (UK)
• Pygmy Cormorant (Bulgaria)
• Egyptian Vulture (France)
• Black Vulture (France)
• Bearded Vulture (France)
• Kakapo (New Zealand)
• California Condor (California)
• Spoon-billed Sandpiper (Russia)
• Whooping Crane (North America)
• Northern Bald Ibis (Morocco)
• North Island Kokako (New Zealand)
• Hawaiian Goose (Hawaii)
• Brown Bear (Italy)
• Greater Horseshoe Bat (UK)
• Southern White Rhino (Africa)
• Eurasian Beaver (UK)
• Tasmanian Devil (Tasmania)
• Iberian Lynx (Spain)
• Gray Whale (USA)
• Greater One-Horned Rhino (Nepal)
• Giant Panda (China)
• Hartmann’s Zebra (Africa)
• Vicuna (Andes)
• Scimitar-Horned Oryx (North Africa)
• Przewalski's Horse (Mongolia)
• European Bison (Poland)
• Cotton-top Tamarin (Columbia)
• Arabian Oryx (Arabia)
• Water Vole (UK)

Ladybird Spider – a Dorset 
speciality and “…doing 

quite well” – big local 
conservation effort.

Large Blue Butterfly –
Southern chalk downs –

“…well on the way to 
recovery”. A large 

conservation effort.

Lord Howe Island Stick 
Insect (Pacific Ocean) 

Northern Bald Ibis 
A small population 
survives breeding on 
cliffs in North 
Morocco - big 
conservation effort.
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International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

The International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) operates a series of species 
categories such as extinct, threatened, least 
concern etc., to keep track of extinctions and 
recoveries. According to the IUCN, more than 
38,500 species are threatened with extinction 
which is 28% of all assessed species.

Norman informed us that there’s been a 
substantial recovery in the number of tigers. 
According to Wikipedia, the tiger is listed as 

Endangered on the IUCN Red List. As of 2015, the 
global wild tiger population was estimated to 

number between 3,062 and 3,948 mature 
individuals, with most of the populations living in 

small isolated pockets. (Wikipedia, image by 
Charles Sharp.)

How many species are there?

Mammals 80,500

Birds 10,000

Reptiles 10,000

Amphibians 15,000

Fishes ?

Marine
invertebrates

?

Insects 5 million (?)

Spiders etc 600,000

Crustacea 150,000

Mollusca 200,000

Worms etc 500,000

Mosses 15,000

Flowering plants 350,000

Ferns 15,000

Algae ?

Total species 7,000,000?

Useful references

• Maclean, N. (editor) The State of the World’s 
Wildlife (Publication expected 2022)

• Attenborough, D. (2021) A Life on our Planet
• Maclean, N. (2010) Silent Summer

• Kolbert, E. (2014) The Sixth Extinction
• Mittermeier, Russell (2017) Back from the Brink

• Dennis, R. (2021) Restoring the Wild
• Tree, Isabella (2018) Wilding

• Maclean, N. (2013) A Less Green and Pleasant Land

Corncrake – used to be 
common in the Scottish 
western isles. They are 

now coming back and 
increasing, and being 

reintroduced to parts of 
England.

The Great Bustard 
was introduced to 
Salisbury Plain 
about fifteen years 
ago and has been 
moderately 
successful – now 
about twenty pairs.

The White-Tailed Sea 
Eagle has been 

introduced to the Isle of 
Wight and you may well 

see one cruising over 
Bournemouth.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Walking_tiger_female.jpg
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From Jeremy May

Saturday's discussion on populism promises 
to be a lively event. May I say a few words on 
this contentious subject?

The term 'populism' has long enjoyed a fairly 
respectable reputation, but has of late 
become an increasingly derisive term 
employed particularly by media and academic 
intellectuals who entertain serious misgivings 
about democracy.  They often do so because 
most 'average Joes' or so-called 'ordinary 
people' are predominantly conservative and 
patriotic – sentiments the intellectuals 
generally find somewhat repugnant.  

However, the latter cannot bring themselves 
to openly condemn democracy itself (which 
of course enshrines the concept of 'one man 
one vote', a notion with sacred status in the 
West) and so resort instead to deriding the 
verbal fig leaf or codeword for democracy 
represented by 'populism‘. Who are we to 
blame for this? Plato, arguably humankind's 
greatest thinker, who following the example 
of his mentor Socrates repeatedly inveighed 
in his dialogues (especially The Republic) 
against the untrammelled opportunities for 
demagoguery in 5th century BC Athens.  But 
today our all-powerful media (with the 
invaluable support of legislating politicians) 
lose no time in very effectively nipping such 
disruptive activity in the bud. I sense Plato 
would have very mixed feelings at this 
development. 

Letters & 
Emails
It’s your column…

Dorset Humanists’ 25th anniversary

From Gary and Becky Bootle 

It was a great, warm atmosphere and a 
fantastic celebration of the anniversary. 
Thanks again!

From Chris Smith

An excellent event – had a lie in this morning 
until nearly 6 am! Thanks to all the organisers 
and whoever cooked those onion rings.

From Corinne

Thank you for a fun evening! There were 
some impressive movers on the dance floor 
and some interesting chats in the bar.

From Aaron

A great evening, I was pleasantly surprised.

Humanist presence at Bournemouth 
Remembrance Service

From Heather

Heartening and inspiring to see you and hear 
your words this morning, David. For an atheist 
who benefits nothing from religious words 
and ceremony it was hugely welcome. Thank 
you. 

From Barry Newman

I truly think that your contribution was the 
most succinct, understandable, heartfelt and 
effective of all.

The others were largely ritualistic religious 
reinforcement that really did not address the 
issue of conflict and peace.

All very well remembering the fallen, but 
would the fallen not want their sacrifice to 
have been for peace?

Winter Walk Around Holes Bay
Aaron, David, Dan, Sally, Mike, and Lucy



anniversary was greatly appreciated. In 2001, Jane and Dennis Bannister took over. But 

despite everyone’s best efforts, the number of people attending meetings dwindled 

throughout 2001 and only six people attended the AGM in 2002. Jane and Dennis, with 

Phil Mayer as treasurer, decided that it was no longer viable to continue. But two people 

objected. They were Richard Scutt and Hymie Blechman. And so the group decided to 

soldier on. In the summer of 2002, I made enquiries about a humanist group in 

Bournemouth. I was given contact details for David Croman, and he passed me on to Jane 

Bannister. I turned up at a meeting at Moordown Community Centre and I think there 

were just six people there. Jane and Dennis, Phil Mayer, Hymie and Renee Blechman, and 

Richard Scutt. I was a bit dismayed, partly because they all seemed so much older than me 

– I was only 43 at the time! But I offered to do a talk and I was booked without any 

hesitation. Dennis Bannister suggested the title ‘Life Without God’ although he didn’t 

specify which god he had in mind. About 25 people turned up for my talk including Jeff 

and Christine Goodwin. Since then we’ve had literally hundreds of talks, lectures, debates, 

discussions, interfaith dialogue meetings, pub nights, lunches, walks, festival appearances, 

coffee mornings, quiz nights, evening courses, and Zoom events and our paid-up 

membership has held steady at around 180. 

Our list of distinguished visitors over the years has included Andrew Copson, Maryam 

Namazie, Professor A C Grayling, Professor Richard Norman, Professor Norman Maclean, 

Peter Tatchell, Jonathan Miller, Stuart Lee, Robin Ince, Julian Baggini, Shappi Khorsandi 

and Ariane Sherine. Many more have contributed to our success. Our achievements have 

included speaking to thousands of schoolchildren about Humanism, informing them that 

it’s possible to have a coherent, ethical and satisfying philosophy of life without religious 

beliefs. We’ve made our presence felt in the town, especially through our participation in 

the Remembrance Service and we’ve got Richard Scutt to thank for his persistence until 

we were included in the event. We’re still working on Poole. And we’ve raised thousands 

of pounds for charities both at home and abroad through our Jane Bannister Winter 

Appeal: women’s refuge, a counselling service for bereaved children, New Forest 

Nightstop for young homeless people, a hostel for the homeless in Boscombe, Hope for 

Food foodbank, and humanist schools in Uganda and India. I know that Dorset 

Humanists, an inclusive family of people with shared interests and solid values, has 

enriched the lives of hundreds of people over its first 25 years. To our founders and all 

those who have believed in and supported our humanist project – thank you. And to our 

successors in 2046 and 2096, humanist greetings from the past. 

View from the Chair
David Warden

Chairman of Dorset Humanists

T
he first five years of Dorset Humanists’ existence were precarious. Tony Tiffany, a 

local humanist celebrant, launched the group in November 1996. From 1999-2001, the 

struggling group was reinvigorated by David Croman, whose presence at our 25th


