Dorset Humanists Bulletin – June 2021

Serving the humanist community in Dorset

Eva Ruff
We are extremely sad to bring you news that Eva Ruff has died. Eva, and her
husband Henri, have been members of Dorset Humanists for several years.
Henri is well known to us as an economist who has given several talks to
Dorset Humanists. Eva fell ill in February following a Covid-19 vaccination
although the link is unconfirmed at the time of writing. We send our heartfelt
condolences to Henri. A private humanist ceremony will be followed at a later
date by a celebration of Eva’s life.
Saturday 12th June at 2.00pm
Join us on Zoom from 1.30pm for friendly meet and greet. Talk starts at 2.00pm.
Meeting ID: 827 2546 7902 Passcode: 115492 or click one of the images.

The Wellbeing Economy and the
Tragedy of Growth
A talk by David Moon and Lucy Thom from Positive Money. The Covid
pandemic has demonstrated the enormous financial power of
Government to support the economy and fund research and
development into vaccines. So Government is back and we are
witnessing an economic revolution. In many ways the media and too
many politicians do not seem to appreciate this and still simply refer
to the old tropes of debt and GDP growth. But what do we mean by
growth and do we need economic growth? Positive Money believes
we need to concentrate far more on the growth of the well-being of
both humanity and our planet and no growth or even de-growth of
GDP. This can only be achieved by major changes to the role of money
and credit creation. In this talk we will ask ‘What are the priorities of
a well-being economy?’. We will look at what makes up GDP and
challenge whether its continuous growth is desirable or meaningful and look at alternative
measures. We will then consider the changes proposed by Positive Money to bring about a noGDP-growth well-being economy.
David Moon is a retired chartered engineer with a career in manufacturing. Lucy Thom has
worked as a professional Ocean Yachtmaster Instructor and a Troop Commander in the Royal
Engineers (Volunteers). Now married with two teenage daughters, she is a mediator and conflict
coach, as well as a Positive Money local group core team member and speaker. David and Lucy
spoke to us about Positive Money at the Green House in January 2018.
Email: chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk
Phone: 07910 886629
HMRC Charities Ref No EW10227
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Wednesday 23rd June at 7.30pm
Join us on Zoom from 7.00pm for friendly meet and greet. Talk starts at 7.30pm.
Meeting ID: 872 8197 8510 Passcode: 048417 or click the image.

Morality Explained:
the New Science of
Right and Wrong
A talk by Dr Oliver Scott Curry

Join us to listen to Dr Oliver Scott Curry’s Humanists UK Darwin Day Lecture 2021 which
was attended by over 3,000 people worldwide and chaired by Humanists UK President
Alice Roberts. Dr Curry explores the scientific evidence for the origins of moral behaviour
not only in humans, but across the animal world and argues that morality is best
understood as a collection of biological and cultural solutions to the problems of
cooperation and conflict recurrent in human social life.
He refutes the ‘creationist’ idea of morality and demonstrates that morality is rooted in our
evolved biology. Describing seven universal moral principles, he shows that these recur
across time and in all human societies, although they are applied in different contexts. He
also refutes the idea that they are culturally specific, as too many have recently claimed.
Our plan for this event is to watch a recording of Oliver's original lecture after which he will
join us on Zoom for live discussion.
Dr Curry is Research Director for Kindlab, at kindness.org. He is also a Research Affiliate at
the School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, University of Oxford, and a
Research Associate at the Centre for Philosophy of Natural and Social Science, at the
London School of Economics. His research investigates the nature, content and structure of
human morality. He employs a range of techniques from philosophy, experimental and
social psychology, and comparative anthropology.

Saturday 10th July at 2.00pm
Moordown Community Centre, 21 Coronation Avenue, BH9 1TW

Bertrand Russell: Philosopher and
Philanderer
A talk by David Warden. Bertrand Russell was one of the most
famous philosophers and rationalists of the 20th Century. He had four
wives and many mistresses. David delves into this fascinating life!
We are very much hoping to return to Moordown for this event and
we will be serving a complimentary Summer Cream Tea after the
talk. Do join us if you can.
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‘Identity Politics and why it has
failed us’
Thirty-eight people tuned in to listen to our speaker Zara Qureshi at
our Saturday meeting in May. Zara, a recent graduate from the
University of Manchester, spoke to us about identity politics and ‘The
Equiano Project’. She disclosed that her family background is
Pakistani. This is an edited version of her talk.

Common Humanity
I would like to be identified by my values
rather than the colour of my hair, the colour
of my skin and so on. A value that is really
dear to me is the idea of ‘Our Common
Humanity’. In sixth form my beliefs were
challenged by a lovely white bloke called Sam.
But in my head I was thinking “What do you
know? You’re a white guy”. I called this my
‘anchoring bias’ and it was informed by the
rap music I was listening to. But I couldn’t
vocalise this out loud – I had to critique his
arguments instead. Then I watched an
interview with Funke Abimbola on
Triggernometry and she had the same
experience as me: “The biggest wake-up call
for me was I started doing some work with a
law firm around diversity. The senior partner
of the form stood up to welcome everyone – I
was doing the speech – and in my mind I was
thinking ‘You are the problem. You’re a white
guy in your fifties. It’s your fault if people
can’t get in if they’re black, disabled etc.’ I
made so many assumptions about him. But
he wasn't from a privileged socioeconomic
background, he had slogged it out to reach
that position, but I had immediately assumed
he was the enemy.” So it’s about challenging
your immediate assumptions about people.

The Equiano Project
The Equiano Project is an ideas and
discussion forum that was founded in August
2020. We facilitate conversations about
freedom,
common
humanity,
and
universalism. We usually deal with the topics
of identity politics and race relations. The
founder, Inaya Folarin Iman, saw the
increased polarization and civil unrest
happening in the US and the UK, and that 

Glossary
Identity Politics – a style of politics which
focuses on power relations between identity
groups such as men/women, white/black,
gay/straight. Uses terms like social justice,
deconstructing patriarchy, white privilege,
decolonisation, heteronormativity etc.
Woke, wokeness
1. (Origin): a slang term from a dialect called
African American Vernacular
English (AAVE). In AAVE, ‘awake’ is often
rendered as ‘woke’, as in “I was sleeping,
but now I’m woke.” (Merriam Webster)
2. (Positive or naïve meaning): aware of and
actively attentive to issues of racial and
social justice; political correctness
3. (Negative meaning): a pejorative term
referring to identity politics in general;
wokeness or wokeism conceptualised as an
ideology or even a religion
Critical Theory – the academic underpinning for
identity politics; includes Critical Race Theory,
Queer Theory, Gender Studies and so on. Has
roots in postmodernism but also the Frankfurt
School of social theory (founded 1918 in
Germany) – Adorno, Marcuse, etc.
Intersectionality – the idea that your various
identities intersect to give you more, or less,
power. For example, a straight white man is
considered to have more power than a disabled
black woman. The term was introduced by the
American legal scholar Professor Kimberlé
Crenshaw in 1989.
This glossary was composed by David Warden.
Please let David know if you have any further
suggestions or corrections.
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was a catalyst in bringing about the Equiano
Project as an alternative solution to a very
polarized environment.

“Our goal is to live in a society
where ‘race’ is obsolete and no
longer matters as to how we see
each other.”
We take inspiration from Olaudah Equiano
because his story exemplifies agency and
personal responsibility. The Equiano Project is
just me (Project Manager) and Inaya Folarin
Iman (Director and Founder). All of our
funding comes from donations but we are
looking to apply for some grants. We go into
schools and teach critical thinking and how to
build relationships on what we share. We also
make media appearances and provide talks to
government, organisations, and universities.

What is identity politics and why has it
failed us?
Zara displayed an image of a group of people
carrying a swastika and an image of someone
holding a black lives matter banner in front of
a burning building. This isn’t to be seen as a
direct comparison but more of an example to
show that identity politics is something that
affects both sides of the political aisle and not
just one. Identity is becoming ever more
political particularly with respect to ethnicity
and race. Politics used to be polarized based
on economic values but now we see
polarization based on identity. In the US for
example, the Democratic Party is seen as the
party for ethnic minorities and the Republican
Party is seen as the party for white people.
This shouldn’t be the case. People should be
voting on the basis of policies not skin colour
but racial identity is becoming more politically
salient in the US (Ashley Jardina, 2019). This
doesn’t necessarily mean racial antipathy but
it’s more about protecting group interests.
Identity is defined by who we are and also by
who we are not. It can also be reactionary. So
for example, when the White Lives Matter
banner was flown across the Etihad Stadium
in Manchester that was constructed in a
reactionary way.

Olaudah Equiano (1745-1797) was
a writer and abolitionist. Enslaved as a child in
Africa, he was taken to the Caribbean and sold
as a slave to a Royal Navy officer. He was sold
twice more but purchased his freedom in 1766.
The Equiano Project is inspired by his story as
told in his autobiography, The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (1789),
which depicted the horrors of slavery. It went
through nine editions in his lifetime and helped
gain passage of the British Slave Trade Act 1807,
which abolished the slave trade. Equiano
married an English woman named Susannah
Cullen in 1792 and they had two daughters. He
died in 1797 in Westminster.

The term ‘identity politics’ is linked to Critical
Race Theory and Intersectionality [see
glossary]. It was first coined in 1977 by
Barbara Smith [writer and black feminist
activist, born 1946] and used by the
Combahee River Collective, a Black feminist
lesbian socialist organization active in
Boston from 1974 to 1980. Smith has said
“The Combahee Statement was instrumental
in pushing the international left to understand
inequality as a structural and intersectional
phenomenon which affects oppressed groups
differently”.
In the current context, identity politics is a
problem on both the left and the right. We’ve
got this culture war going on. On the right
people are saying everything is ‘woke’ and
the left are dismissing people as Nazis and 
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fascists. These terms are deployed like

bombs or grenades so that you never
have to engage with or listen to your
‘enemy’. Reason and dialogue are the main
casualities, and therefore our ability to
understand one another.

Common Humanity or Common Enemy
We can conceptualize identity politics under
two frameworks – common humanity or
common enemy. I think there was something
very special about Martin Luther King’s
version of identity politics. He emphasized
that everyone could be united as one
common human race. He said ‘All men are
one’, ‘All men are brothers’, and, according to
his Christian faith, ‘Black supremacy is as
dangerous as white supremacy… God is
interested in the freedom of the whole
human race’. This was in contrast to black
separatist movements in the 19th century,
black supremacy in the Nation of Islam, and
Malcolm X although he was developing a
more liberal approach before he died. A more
recent example of ‘common enemy’ identity
politics is the book Why I’m No Longer Talking
to White People about Race (2018) by Reni
Eddo-Lodge. I found this book quite dismal.
Its message is that white people are
socialized so that they will never understand
what we are trying to say and there’s no point
talking to them. White people are told ‘Let’s
start by understanding our own biases’. It
backfires because people don’t like to be
blamed from the outset. You have this on the
[far] right as well such as the Ku Klux Klan
identifying black people as the common
enemy. Richard Spencer is a white American
ethno-nationalist who believes that white
people should have their own country. Very
pessimistic.

Liberal integration not ethnic separation
Martin Luther King rejected the idea that
people should live in separate states based on
their race. He wanted people to live in
harmony. The way we see race politically has
no scientific validity. It problematizes race,
making us more conscious of it, and we

become pessimistic about the prospects for
racial harmony. A writer in the New York
Times last year was asking whether her black
children could be friends with white children
which is hugely regressive. King’s vision
emphasizes universalism: race is irrelevant,
skin colour is irrelevant, identitarian
groupings are irrelevant. Instead, we all have
inherent moral value and everyone is a
human being first. Another aspect of this is
timescales. Radical change may be swift but
liberal democratic change takes time.
Liberalism is also based on a scientific
epistemology whereas identity politics is
ultimately based on postmodernism which is
skeptical about the possibility of objective
truth. King also emphasized personal
responsibility. As much as he recognized
white privilege he also spoke about the
problems in black communities themselves
and what they could do to remedy them. He
also emphasized the importance of free
speech and conversation as a route out of
violence.

Universities and academia
Extreme right identity politics can be summed
up as ‘white is best and everyone else is
below us’. Extreme left identity politics is
sophisticated and nuanced however and this
has made it very easy for universities,
institutions, and the media to adopt this
political ideology. The sophistication comes
from the fact that the ideology was born in
universities themselves. For example, in 2021
Channel 4 will disrupt its regular schedule 
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to broadcast 24 hours of television
showcasing Black talent. I think this could be
a potential breach of the Equality Act because
it’s discriminating on the basis of skin colour.
Universities promote racially segregated
spaces and safe spaces for people who
consider themselves to be non-white.
Sheffield University Student Union was
reported as banning white students from
attending an anti-racism meeting. The vision
of the Free Black University is a place where
they will be promoting black feminists, black
queer folk, black thinkers. It seems to
homogenize how a certain racial group thinks.
An anthropology lecturer at Edinburgh
University Dr Neil Thin was effectively
cancelled from his university and put under
disciplinary measures. His offence was to
tweet ‘civilization is for everyone’ which,
allegedly, demonstrates his racism. In a
statement given to The Edinburgh Tab, Neil
Thin said: “I have been lecturing here for 34
years without ever previously coming under
this kind of attack. It’s not that I’ve suddenly
adopted unpopular opinions or started
expressing myself in more offensive ways…
What has changed, dramatically, is the
tendency for some students with certain
kinds of political views to seek to impose
them on everyone else, and to try to censor
anyone who questions them by claiming that
they are vulnerable and easily ‘triggered’, and
need to be shielded from viewpoint diversity
in ‘safe spaces’.” So something really
interesting is happening right now. [Zara then
displayed a triangle showing with examples of
alleged ‘white supremacy’ such as ‘denial of
white privilege’ and ‘denial of racism’.

Critical Race Theory
The overarching philosophy is Critical Race
Theory. I don’t have time to cover all of this
but, for example, it includes something called
the Empathetic Fallacy. In other words, it’s no
longer enough to be well-intentioned. As
white people you have to rewire yourself.
Interest Convergence Theory means even
where you have ethnic minority groups doing
well this is only because ‘the white man

6

“The Free Black University is an initiative born
out of the intention to create a radical, anticolonial and queer space in which we can
reimagine higher education. We are students
and activists that have been working tirelessly in
the fight to decolonise education for many years.
We recognised that the scope of decolonial work
within inherently colonial institutions is deeply
limited, if not impossible… the epistemes of
whiteness [are] crumbling beneath our feet.”
FBU website accessed 10/05/21

wants them to’. You are either an oppressor
or an oppressed person and you have no
control over this. It is determined by your
identitarian traits. So I would be considered
to be oppressed but I reject the idea that I
am. I was provided with an anti-racist reading
list by my university and the texts were
provided for free. I don’t have a problem with
them doing this. They are ideas and they
should be engaged with. But I do have a
problem with the fact that the list was very
selective. There was no Booker T Washington,
no Martin Luther King, no Thomas Sowell. It
was a very limited ideology being put
forward.

White Privilege
People like me are not making many
arguments. All we’re saying is that people
should see each other on the basis of our
common humanity. The idea of white
privilege started in the late 1980s. The
academic Peggy McIntosh wrote a list of how
she felt privileged. It included being able to
buy plasters in her skin colour, being able to
shop without being followed, feeling ‘normal’
in society, and being able to talk with her
mouth full. Ideas of white privilege have been
widely adopted, including in government
policy, without being critiqued and it’s
troubling. 
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It’s believed that every unequal outcome is an
effect of prejudice or discrimination. The end
goal of the extreme right is racial purity. The
end goal of the extreme left is radical equity
(equal outcomes) in all spheres of life.
Critical Race Theory is very pessimistic about
the amount of progress that we have
achieved in society, such as the dramatic fall
in white opposition to mixed marriages [Zara
presented a graph from the University of
Chicago]. Even reading passages from Critical
Race Theory texts has been shown to make
African-Americans feel more pessimistic
about their ability to make their plans work.

Proposed solutions
Our proposed solutions are not new. They
have been proposed by people like Martin
Luther King, Booker T Washington, and
Frederick Douglass. They are:
1. To promote discussion, debate and free
and open enquiry
2. We are rooted in the liberal tradition, e.g.,
colour-blindness where we perceive
people based on the content of their
character rather than identitarian traits
3. Don’t obsess about identities; focus on
real problems such as the economy and
deprivation
4. Solutions should be based on rigorous
scientific methodology [Zara cited
unconscious bias training and the Implicit
Association Test as having a questionable
scientific basis].

Our Moral vision
• Common humanity
• We are individuals first
• A society where skin colour, ethnic
groupings, etc. do not inform the way we
think about each other

Click image
to watch the
whole talk.

Left: Frederick Douglass (1817 –1895) was an
American social reformer, abolitionist, orator,
writer, and statesman. Right: Booker T
Washington 1856 - 1915) was an American
educator, author, orator, and adviser to several
presidents.
Darryl Davis, an
American R&B musician
and boogie-woogie
pianist. In an effort to
fight racism he
befriended members of
the Ku Klux Klan and
convinced 200+ of them
to leave and denounce
the KKK.

Questions & Answers
Daniel commented: “I agree with the concept
of black lives matter… when people say ‘all
lives matter’ they often mean it to negate
‘black lives matter’. If we don’t have things like
black lives matter why not go a step further
and get rid of gay pride parades?”
Zara responded: “I absolutely agree with the
statement ‘black lives matter’ but this is
different from the organisation ‘Black Lives
Matter’. Their aims include bringing down the
nuclear family and dismantling capitalism.
Their origins are in Critical Race Theory. So any
criticism of BLM as an organisation is taken as
criticism of the statement ‘black lives matter’.
As a political slogan it’s divisive and it causes
reactionary statements like ‘all lives matter’.
In answer to another question about BLM Zara
said “We support peaceful protest but not
riots. We disagree with certain aspects but
there are opportunities for conversation as
well.”
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Dorset Humanists’ walks have resumed! Taking a rest at Branksome Dean Chine on a blowy but fortunately dry day in the
middle of May. This is the first DH walk attended by David Warden. Afterwards, he said he was “Knackered but happy”.

Coronavirus
science update
Retired professor of virology and member of
Dorset Humanists Greg Atkins gave us a
fascinating scientific update on coronavirus.
We don’t have the space to summarise it here
but you can watch the full talk on YouTube by
clicking the image below.
Greg told us that his son Professor Tim Atkins
works at Porton Down and that he has been
co-ordinating part of the emergency response
to the pandemic. Tim has kept Greg up to
date with developments.
Greg spoke about the development of
diagnostic tests, vaccines, anti-viral drugs and
about new variants. He said it’s no longer
thought that the virus originated in Wuhan
Market and very unlikely that it was created
by the Chinese as a germ warfare agent. It’s
possible, however, that it could have escaped
at some point from the Wuhan Institute of
Virology which had been investigating
coronaviruses that infect fruit bats.
Click the
coronavirus
electron micrograph
image to watch the
whole talk.

Letters &
Emails
It’s your column…
From John Kingston
As was pointed out, Zara Qureshi from the
Equiano Project was far too fond of jargon.
But also I think a little naïve.
Of course we all want a world in which the
labels by which we classify people don't
matter. But alas in our present world they still
do. And so concentrating on helping those
people who most need help is justified. And I
think positive discrimination is justified as a
temporary measure, until it is no longer
needed. It has been hugely successful, for
example, in the Labour Party, to the extent
that I personally think that it is no longer
needed in the selection of candidates. We
have achieved roughly equal numbers of male
and female MPs and shadow ministers.
When asked why the Labour Party had lost
Hartlepool, it was a little irritating to hear her
using Obamacare as her example of a nonidentity policy. Of course the NHS is
immeasurably better, and was introduced by
the Labour Party against strong opposition
from a party led by a certain Mr Churchill.

View from the Chair
David Warden
Chairman of Dorset Humanists

A

t least two of our members felt a sense of unease about Zara Qureshi’s talk about
the Equiano Project, possibly fearing that it is funded by some clandestine farright group seeking to shore up white supremacy. The fact that it is fronted by a
Black woman and an Asian woman can be rationalised on the grounds that oppressed
people can be co-opted into oppressor narratives. It’s true that there has been a backlash
from the right about identity politics and ‘wokeness’. But there’s also been a reaction
from those who position themselves in the tradition of liberal Enlightenment
humanism. So what’s going on and how should humanists react?
It’s a long story, but I’ll try to condense what I know so far. Traditional Marxism holds
that there’s an oppressor class, the capitalists, and an oppressed class, the proletariat. By
the 1960s, disillusionment with the failure of the working class to overthrow capitalism
had set in and postmodernist philosophers, French ones in particular, sought to
‘deconstruct’ everything including Enlightenment rationality which they claimed had
led to the horrors of the Holocaust. In successive waves of postmodern thought such as
‘Critical Race Theory’, new oppressor narratives have gradually taken hold including
the ideas that women are oppressed by ‘the patriarchy’, disabled people are oppressed
by ‘ableism’, gay people are oppressed by ‘heteronormativity’, non-white people are
oppressed by ‘colonialism’ and ‘white supremacy’, and trans people are oppressed by
‘cis-normativity’. Many people, for example a black disabled woman, are doubly or
triply oppressed and this is referred to as ‘intersectionality’. Oppression manifests itself
in speech, stereotypes, assumptions, and unequal outcomes. If you’re aware of how all
of this operates then you are ‘woke’ and if you do something about it you’re an activist
or a ‘social justice warrior’ (SJW). People who fall foul of ‘social justice’ policing, on
social media in particular, can find themselves ‘cancelled’ and their lives can be ruined.
Of course there is plenty of oppression in the world and social justice analysis can be
insightful. But to reify this way of thinking into an all-encompassing ideology is
problematic. Unequal outcomes are not caused only by ‘oppression’ and we cannot
flatten the entire human landscape so that it conforms to a utopian ideal of ‘social
justice’. Humans have different aptitudes and abilities and one of the things that comes
with freedom is differential outcomes. The notion of ‘equity’ has become fashionable
but there’s still a lot to be said for ‘equality of opportunity’. That’s where the work
needs to be done. Identity politics strives to improve things for specific groups and that
is a noble intention. But it can be divisive, antagonistic, and borderline sexist and racist
with people being made to feel guilty for being white or male. Zara Qureshi
emphasised the ideal of ‘common humanity’ and that should be the overarching frame
of reference for Enlightenment humanism.

