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Saturday 12th March 2022 v 1.00pm Informal ploughman’s-style lunch v AGM at 2.00pm 
Moordown Community Centre, Coronation Ave, BH9 1TW. Please RSVP via Meetup or email. 

Annual General Meeting & Lunch
An important message from Vice Chair Lyn Glass to all of 
our lovely members!

We will be celebrating another highly successful year at our Dorset 
Humanists AGM in March. If you’re a paid-up member please make every 
effort to attend. (Non-members also welcome.) We’d love to see you for 
an informal ploughman’s-style lunch at 1 o’clock followed by the usual 
AGM business (which we keep to a minimum) plus lively discussions

about our priorities going forward. We’ve just marked a fantastic milestone with our 25th

anniversary and Dorset Humanists continues to be one of the most successful humanist groups in 
the country. We promote science, reason, and ethics, and we provide a friendly community for 
non-religious people with lively and enquiring minds. We’ve spoken to thousands of 
schoolchildren about the humanist approach to life and we raise thousands of pounds for good 
causes locally. If you’re not already a member, join us for just £15.00 a year!  PS. The identity of 
our 2022 Humanist of the Year will be revealed by the Chairman at around 3.00pm! 

Darwin Day 2022 at Moordown Community Centre. Members and guests tucked into a delicious lunch 
prepared by Cathy Silman and Dean Robertson. Ariane Sherine spoke to us after lunch about her book 
How to Live to 100 and she entertained us with one of her raunchy and risqué songs.  YouTube here.

mailto:chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk
https://dorset.humanist.org.uk/wp/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dorsethumanists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dorsethumanists/
https://twitter.com/dorsethumanists
https://twitter.com/dorsethumanists
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/284284944/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/284284944/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uanaBB14-MU&list=PLNhdHLiJWV4v5do9XGGL3WsEey0K8_tLN
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Dates for your diary
Wednesday 23rd

March 7.30pm

Elstead Hotel Barry Newman on the Philosophy of Science. Barry is a member 

of Dorset Humanists and one of our regular and popular speakers. 

Saturday 9th

April 2.00pm

Moordown Megan Manson – an update on the work of the National Secular 

Society. Megan is head of policy and research at the NSS. 

Wednesday 27th

April 7.30pm

Elstead Hotel Fabian Lochner - A Matter of Trust. Fabian will highlight the 

dangers to reasoned, evidence-based discourse in history and 

today and consider how we can avoid the decline of our open 

societies. 

Plus social events and walks which will be announced on Dorset Humanists Meetup. Please check all 

events nearer the time in case of any venue changes. Depending on public health announcements, 

events may switch to Zoom or be cancelled at short notice – please check Meetup nearer the time. We 

respectfully ask you to take all reasonable precautions to ensure that you do not spread infection to 

others at our events. If in doubt, please stay at home. Videos are usually available later on YouTube.

Wednesday 23rd March 7.30pm Elstead Hotel, Knyveton Road, 
Bournemouth BH1 3QP

The Philosophy of Science
A talk by Barry Newman

As Humanists we often say that we promote science and scientific 
method but what do we mean by these terms? Are we content when

politicians claim that they are ‘following the science’? Should we always accept ‘the scientific 
consensus’? In this talk, Barry will explain and examine the strengths and weaknesses of some 
of the tools and principles of science such as basic propositional logic, the uniformity of 
nature, empiricism vs rationalism, the principle of simplicity (Occam), the problem of 
induction (Hume), the causal fallacy, the principle of consilience, and scientific revolutions.  

Barry is a retired intensive care medicine consultant and this is his fourth talk for Dorset 
Humanists. He qualified at the University of Cape Town and was appointed consultant at Poole 
Hospital in 1988.

Click image to RSVP

Humanists International calls for UN action 
Russia’s violations of international law, 
including international criminal law, 
international human rights law and the UN 
Charter. HI is also calling for the resolution to 
call on the UN General Assembly to suspend 
Russia’s membership of the Human Rights 
Council and create a mechanism to monitor 
and report on the situation in Ukraine and to 
promote accountability for violations, 
including crimes of aggression, atrocity crimes 
and other human rights violations. 

More information here. 

Humanists International has called for urgent 
UN action in response to Russia’s unprovoked 
and illegal war in Ukraine writes Elizabeth 
O'Casey, Director of Advocacy, Humanists 
International. 

The 49th session of the UN Human Rights 
Council began on 28th February in Geneva. 
The Council agreed to a request by Ukraine 
for an urgent debate which will take place on 
3rd – 4th March. Humanists International is 
calling for the debate to lead to the adoption 
of a resolution unequivocally condemning

https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/284285123/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/284285123/
https://humanists.international/2022/02/humanists-international-human-rights-council-must-act-in-response-to-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
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Bad Information & Fake News
Forty people attended our January online meeting to hear Mike 
Flood’s talk about this important topic. Mike is Chairman of Milton 
Keynes Humanists. After studying chemistry at Leeds and sociology 
at Bath he joined Friends of the Earth in the 1980s and wrote their 
first renewable energy strategy. He worked at the Open University 
for ten years as a lecturer and tutor. He set up and directed 
Powerful Information – a grassroots international development 
charity. One of the projects he is most proud of is running a 
women’s education programme in Sierra Leone for twelve years. 
This report contains edited extracts from Mike's talk. The video is 
available on request. 

What is bad information?

Bad information consists of:

• misinformation (information that’s false 
but not created with the intention of 
causing harm);

• disinformation (deliberately created to 
cause harm); and 

• conspiracy theories – a belief that some 
effect or event either did not happen in the 
way reported, or that some powerful, 
covert and malevolent organisation was 
responsible. 

I want to argue that bad information – by 
which I mean ‘fake news’, ‘alternative facts’, 
lies peddled as facts, facts dismissed as lies, 
doctored photos, deepfake videos and barely 
credible conspiracy theories – has never been 
more dangerous than today as a result of the 
internet, social media and artificial 
intelligence. I will argue that deception, 
trickery, and fraud subvert and delegitimise 
truth, threatening the very fabric of 
democratic society, putting our personal 
privacy, rights and security at risk, and 
reducing society's ability to tackle existential 
global threats. 

Donald Trump has probably done more than 
any other individual to corrupt information 
and weaponise fake news. According to the 
Washington Post he uttered over 23,000 false 
or misleading claims during his presidency. 
He’s since made countless allegations about

his ‘stolen election’ but he’s provided no 
evidence of this. Vladimir Putin uses 
disinformation on an industrial scale in his 
efforts to undermine liberal democracies. The 
EU has accused the Kremlin and its proxies of 
disseminating about five fake news items a 
day. In 2017, China was said to be fabricating 
and posting about 448 million social media 
comments a year. 

“The followers of QAnon believe that 
Hilary Clinton and the Democrats were 

running a paedophile ring from the 
basement of a Washington pizzeria.”

Explainer: QAnon is an American far-right 
political conspiracy theory and mass political 
movement. It claims that a cabal of Satanic, 
cannibalistic abusers operate a global child 
sex trafficking ring that conspired against 
Donald Trump. Wikipedia. 

Bad actors Vladimir Putin and Donald Trump 
Putin image www.kremlin.ru
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By generating doubt and hostility to 
conventional wisdom, followers of crackpot 
conspiracy theories create an environment in 
which real scholarship and political attempts 
to engage with reality break down in favour of 
an all-encompassing suspicion that nothing is 
what it seems. 

In less than a generation, five billion people 
have become internet users. We also have the 
internet of things and bodies – items which 
are worn or implanted in the human body. 
More and more products like Alexa come 
equipped with cameras, microphones etc. and 
the consequences for privacy and security are 
potentially enormous. 

Like all technology, the internet has a dark 
side. It has facilitated criminality, hate speech, 
distrust and division. It’s being used in a way 
that threatens democracy and our ability to 
tackle existential threats. We’re engaged in an 
ongoing social experiment where it’s 
impossible to balance the benefits against the 
dangers. 

What’s true anymore? 

According to some studies, more than 80% of 
British people can’t tell the difference 
between real and fake information and we 
often repost this material to family and 
friends without checking whether it’s true. So 
we’re both victims and perpetrators. Phoney 
and doctored images and videos can do a lot 
of damage to real people and minority 
groups, spreading hatred and violence and it 
can be difficult, time-consuming and 
expensive to counter. 

Brandolini’s Law: “The amount of 
energy needed to refute bullshit is an 

order of magnitude larger than is 
needed to produce it.”

For society to work there must be trust or 
trustworthiness – a combination of honesty, 
competence, and reliability. Half-truths and 
disinformation undermine public trust in the 
media, our institutions, and the democratic 
process itself. Don’t take anything for granted 
including what I’m telling you. 

In our post-truth world the lines between 
fact, truth, and opinion has become blurred. 
We’ve seen social media hijacked by populist 
politicians, crooks, and foreign powers to 
manipulate opinion and sow division. Auto-
cratic regimes have skilfully exploited Western 
societies with highly effective information 
war. They interfere in other countries’ internal 
affairs including elections, but it’s difficult to 
quantify the impact. 

What’s the problem? 

There are eight problem areas: broken public 
trust, the problem of not knowing what’s 
true, fake news is ‘stickier’ and more toxic 
than real news, social media can bring out the 
worst in us, surveillance capitalism, denialists 
and conspiracy theorists, information warfare, 
and lack of regulation. 

And there are six new and developing threats:
cybercrime, privacy, facial recognition, 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), the Metaverse, and 
Imperialist China. The Metaverse is an 
immersive virtual reality version of the 
internet. Experts are concerned about 
addiction to escape from reality. 

We’re seeing increasingly sophisticated bot 
and hacking attacks. ‘Bad bots’ are designed 
to steal data, manipulate opinion and corrupt 
social intercourse. Cybercrime accounts for 
more than 50% of reported crime in the UK. 

AI can be used to alter images. For example, 
you can turn photographs into Monet 
paintings and vice versa. AI can be used 

Fake images like this one showing an elephant 
carrying a lion cub circulate rapidly on social media  
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A ‘smart fish tank’ which fed fish automatically also 
allowed hackers access to a US casino’s database. 

to create fake faces. Avatars can be used by 
advertisers. Deep fakes are AI-generated 
videos which can be highly realistic. 

As we become more accustomed to their 
existence, our trust in the veracity of all 
videos will be undermined. For example, 
celebrities can have their faces superimposed 
on the bodies of porn stars.  Much deep-fake 
technology is now open-source and so the 
potential for [mischief] is enormous. Deep-
fake technology may even enable people to 
‘communicate’ with deceased relatives. 

Mike gave an example of a UK CEO being 
tricked out of a huge amount of money 
because he thought he was talking to his boss 
– but the voice had been mimicked. 

China is thought to be ahead in AI, facial 
recognition technology, quantum computing, 
and Xi Jinping now seems set on regional and 
global dominance. It was expected that the 
internet would help democratise China but 
instead it has empowered the authoritarian 
state. China is leading the charge for an 
alternative internet architecture and actively 
exporting its surveillance systems to other 
countries. It’s increasingly adopting aggressive 
techniques for interfering in the affairs of its 
enemies. 

Unresolved conundrums

Should big tech be broken up? How should 
society weigh the benefits of encryption and 
anonymity against the costs? Should the 
internet be regulated? The Royal Society has 
produced a report which advised against
social media companies removing material 
that was legal but harmful, arguing that this 
plays into conspiracy theorist playbook. 
Should we have rights to our own data? 

Tackling the problem

Tackling these threats is highly problematic 
but the good news is that the problem is now 
widely recognised and many agencies are 
working to address the problem. Legislation is 
either being considered or implemented in 
many countries. 

Key areas: 

1. Understand the problem (such as the 
psychology of conspiracy theories) 

2. Teach critical thinking, digital citizenship 
and media literacy (Finland is particularly 
well-advanced in this area)

3. Challenge ‘bad actors’, for example 
through satire and ridicule. (Bad actors are 
individuals or entities with a history of 
being intellectually dishonest or operating 
under false pretences)

4. Fact-checking and promoting quality 
journalism (e.g. NewsGuard and the 
International Fact Checking Network) 

5. Forcing platforms to de-list bad actors 
(Facebook has 35,000 content moderators 
and an oversight board consisting of 
academics, journalists and politicians) 

6. Holding bad actors to account (e.g. UK 
Online Safety Bill). There are numerous 
organisations promoting privacy, rights, 
online safety, and tackling hate speech. 

Mike respects the BBC, the Guardian, the New 
York Times, the Economist, UnHerd, the 
Conversation, EU vs Disinfo, and Reuters. He 
said “We all need to play our part in defeating 
the menace of bad information and stand up 
for truth, decency and transparency. 
Democracy, our way of life, and peaceful co-
existence with other states is at stake – along 
with our ability to tackle global existential 
threats.” 

n Mike’s Fighting Fake website is here

https://www.fightingfake.org.uk/fightingfakenews
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David Warden gave a talk on 
transgender issues at the 
Elstead Hotel in February. 

David was the founding 
chairman of the Dorset 

County Council LGBT workers 
group and he is the LGBT 

representative on the 
Bournemouth and Poole 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
committee. 

David said that the whole discussion around 
trans issues has become extremely difficult 
and like so many other issues today, the 
debate has become very polarised and 
ideological. We need to be able to have a 
calm and rational discussion about this 
complex topic. 

In a personal preamble, David explained that 
he had been a ‘gender non-conforming 
pioneer’ at primary schools when he asked if 
he could move from the boys’ woodwork 
class to the girls’ needlework class. On a trip 
to Scotland, aged about ten, he borrowed a 
girl’s kilt and wore it every evening! He hit 
puberty later than other boys and he 
experienced a kind of ‘gender dysphoria’ in 
his teens when younger boys overtook him. 
He thinks now that a testosterone boost 
might have helped.

David read extracts from an important book 
on transsexualism called Whipping Girl (2007) 
by American author Julia Serano. Serano
explained that she experienced a dissonance 
between her physical sex (she grew up as a 
typical boy) and her ‘subconscious sex’ – a 
vague but persistent awareness that she 
wanted to be a girl. 

David suggested that ideas about 
transgenderism can be divided into an ‘old 
paradigm’ (around 2007 when Serano’s book 
was published) and a ‘new paradigm’ which 
has been gathering pace in the last decade.  

The old paradigm was essentially a practical 
solution to the problem of gender dysphoria. 
The new paradigm, however, is much more 
political, ideological and militant. It promotes 
revolutionary ideas about sex and gender and 
it forbids debate. People who dare to 
question the new paradigm are often labelled 
as ‘transphobes’ and ‘Nazis’. 

David explained that sex is real and binary. 
There are only two gametes – reproductive 
cells which produce eggs or sperm. There is 
no third gamete. But science does appear to 
be backing up what transgender people 
report which is that physical sex and ‘brain 
sex’ (a very strong innate sense of which 
gender you are) are developmental stages 
which can become misaligned before birth 
depending on hormonal surges. 

Trans people exist and they deserve equality, 
dignity and respect and all the support they 
need to live fulfilling lives free of prejudice. 
But trans militancy is throwing up a whole 
array of social questions including appropriate 
therapy, the treatment of gender non-
conforming children and teenagers, women’s 
spaces, women’s sport, sexual orientation, 
and sex crime statistics. David insisted that we 
must be able to discuss and debate these 
complex and controversial issues in a civilised 
and respectful way. 

n Click the image to listen to the whole talk 
or search for Dorset Humanists on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vMAbbDPIW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vMAbbDPIW4
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In addition to committee reports, election of the committee, and presentation of our 
Humanist of the Year award, we will conduct these items of business: 

1. Change our ‘Winter Appeal’ to an ‘Annual Appeal’

David Warden will propose that we change our Jane Bannister Winter Appeal to a Jane 
Bannister Annual Appeal which will run from the AGM (or as soon as a decision is made) until 
31st December every year. This has three advantages: one, it gives us the opportunity to 
consider/decide which good cause or causes to support at the AGM; two, it brings the appeal 
finances into line with our accounting year; and three, it gives us more time to raise money 
for the appeal. 

2. Consider and/or decide which good cause to support in 2021

Assuming proposal (1) is approved, we will consider options for which good cause or causes 
to support in 2021. 

3. Consider ways to spend money in furtherance of our aims

Dorset Humanists’ finances are buoyant and we should consider ways to spend our surplus in 
furtherance of our aims. We will discuss a number of ideas and consider how to spend money 
effectively. 

AGM business 
Our AGM is at Moordown Community Centre on Saturday 12th March. Join us for a 
complimentary cheese and wine lunch at 1.00pm. Business starts at 2.00pm. We need a 
quorum of at least 20 paid-up members in attendance.   

Nominations for 2021 committee

These members of have been nominated for re-election: David Warden, Lyn Glass, Cathy 
Silman, John Kingston, Chris Street, Dean Robertson, Simon Whipple, Phil Butcher, Daniel 
Dancey. David Warden has also put his name forward to be re-elected as chairman. 

New committee nomination: Sally Hawksworth

Sally has been a member of Dorset Humanists since 2015 and was co-
opted onto the committee in 2021. In support of her nomination for 
election, she has written the following introduction: 

I have lived and worked in Dorset for most of my life, but only discovered 
the existence of the Dorset Humanists after I had retired early from my 
job as a secondary school English teacher. I have always been interested 
in human rights and the importance of freedom of conscience, since

reading as a young teenager about the persecutions of religious or political dissidents and 
minorities and other stigmatised or disadvantaged groups in historical times and in many 
present day countries. I was a founder member and membership secretary of the 
Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch Amnesty International Group, and started an Amnesty 
letter writing campaign group among the school students, as well as being involved with all 
the campaigning and fundraising work of the local group. That had already alerted me to 
numerous cases of freethinkers and non-believers being imprisoned or even killed in 
countries where the proponents of one majority religion held sway.  
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My own religious views have undergone change. Since childhood I 
have been interested in discussing religion and philosophy. I think an 
early reading of a selection from Voltaire on my father’s bookshelves 
may have sparked this off, and also inoculated me from any tendency 
to believe in the literal inerrancy of the bible. As a teenager I joined a 
very active church youth group and became a “born again” Christian, 
but by the time I was working and living down here in Dorset more 
and more doubts about whether God  was actually in evidence in my 
own life, in human history or in the natural world began to surface. I 
loved animals, natural history and David Attenborough’s various 
series on TV, starting with the seminal Life on Earth, which got me 
really interested in evolutionary biology. When Richard Dawkins’s 
The Blind Watchmaker first came out I read it and discovered that I 
no longer believed in God myself.

Since finding Dorset Humanists after attending a talk advertised by a 
friend, I realised that I had been a Humanist for half my life at least 
without knowing it. The group ticked all sorts of boxes with me – the 
disbelief in religion but interest in exploring religious and 
philosophical and psychological issues, the emphasis on educating 
oneself in science and the natural world, and seeing life from a 
naturalistic viewpoint, the concern for leading a good fulfilling life 
that also benefited the rest of society and the welfare of the planet

Sally also likes dressing up for 
traditional English folk dancing!

and other species as well as ourselves, the campaigning for freedom of religion and thought. I 
was also delighted to find such a group of friendly, welcoming, lively people who shared my 
interests and concerns, and to take part in walks and the singing group, and the dialogue group 
Out of the Box. 

I felt a responsibility to play a part in giving back something to the group and its work, so I 
started to help with the library, and when the Humanist representative on the Poole SACRE had 
to resign due to pressure of work, and they needed a volunteer to replace her, I stepped up, 
thinking my teaching experience would be valuable. Owing to outside circumstances this has 
since evolved into me now being the Humanist representative on the BCP unitary authority 
SACRE. And I am delighted to have finally achieved what my predecessors and I had long been 
working for, that the Humanist representative is now a full voting member of the committee, 
not just a co-opted member with no voting rights. The work continues, to ensure that all school 
students are introduced to explicitly Humanist principles, and the idea that one can be good 
without God, and that there is Humanist input in the devising of local authority religious 
education syllabuses, both the compulsory part and the exam options.  

What do I think I can contribute to the DH committee? I would like to be involved in the 
decision-making and to take a share in the many organisational jobs committee members 
undertake. Apart from the schools work I am particularly interested in getting the library 
updated and running again after the Covid hiatus, and restarting Out of the Box, and in any 
other initiatives forging friendly contacts with religious and ethnic groups. And while I myself fit 
squarely into the age profile of the typical Dorset Humanist, and also the average race and class 
profile, I would be really interested in any initiatives we could come up with for widening that 
profile, and encouraging along more people who are not quite so mature, white and middle 
class.😄 Valuable and valued as we are, Humanism and the Dorset Humanists should not be just 
about us, or of interest just to us.
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Dorset Humanists Impact Report 2021
We’ve been able to get back to some semblance of normality this year, despite continuing 
Covid setbacks. We lost our Green House Hotel venue owing to a massive hike in fees and 
our new room at the Elstead has been commandeered for the rest of the year! It’s been 
great to return to our Moordown Community Centre base and our Zoom events have been 
extremely well-attended. 

Aim 1
Promote Humanism 

understood as a 
non-religious ethical 

worldview

Aim 2
Develop, and serve 
the needs of, the 

Humanist 
community in 

Dorset

Aim 3 
Promote the public 

understanding of 
science 

Aim 4  
Be a force for good 

in our local 
community and 

globally

Aim 5  
Support the work of 

our partners 

Aim 1: Our schools visiting team has spoken to hundreds of pupils 
about Humanism in Dorset, Somerset, and Hampshire including 
comprehensive schools, C of E primaries and a combined Roman 
Catholic/CofE secondary school in Poole. We presented Humanism to 
RE teachers at a local conference. 339 people subscribe to our 
YouTube channel and 948 people subscribe to our Meetup site. 
People from as far afield as Southsea, Cardiff, Manchester, New 
York, and Israel, have joined our online events this year. 

Aim 2: Our pastoral team has provided many hours of online and 
telephone help to members and ‘apostates’ in need of support. 
Individual members support other members in need. We’ve 
continued to host online coffee mornings to increase opportunities 
for regular contact. Our Hardship Scheme has helped a member in 
financial difficulties. Simon Bull continues to conduct humanist 
ceremonies. Our walks programme resumed over the summer to 
promote fitness and friendship and our singing group entertained us 
in December. 

Aim 3: We continue to host events of scientific interest including 
virologist Greg Atkins on coronavirus, Emeritus Professor Norman 
Maclean on The State of our Planet and its Wildlife, and retired 
scientist Geoff Kirby on how the universe came into existence. 

Aim 4: We allocated £1000 to buy food for a local foodbank. Member 
donations and our Jane Bannister Winter Appeal has added a further 
£1594 to this fund. David Warden spoke at the Bournemouth 
Remembrance Service and Sally Hawksworth laid a wreath at the 
Poole War Memorial. Maggie Pepin and Daniel Dancey spoke at the 
Bournemouth and Poole Holocaust Memorial Day event. 

Aim 5: One of our members, Sophy Robinson, has joined the Board 
of Trustees of Humanists UK. We pay subs to Humanists UK, the 
National Secular Society, Humanists International, and the South 
Central England Humanists Network. David Warden attended 
Network meetings in Windsor and online. We attended Humanists 
UK’s Humanism in Action online conference in the Autumn. David 
Warden and Aaron Darkwood continue to work as volunteer editors 
for Humanistically Speaking which expanded its reach this year into 
Africa. 

If you like what we do, please show your support and solidarity by becoming a 
member for an incredible £15 a year. 180 of you already have – thank you!



2021 accounts at-a-glance 
Our treasurer Daniel Dancey will present formal accounts for member approval at our AGM 
on 12th March. These indicative graphs are for illustration purposes only. If you would like a 
copy of the formal accounts please email treasurer@dorsethumanists.co.uk
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namesake clearly detests the values of secular democracy and wants to crush the liberal 

values which have taken root in neighbouring Ukraine. Pope Francis has spoken out 

against the war but I’ve not noticed Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church 

doing likewise. The fact that the people of Ukraine have not simply rolled over, and are 

willing to engage in citizen resistance, is a stunning and inspiring affirmation of the 

values which we so often take for granted and even affect to despise in our more cynical 

moments. This attack on Ukraine and, by implication, the West may be reviving our 

flagging belief in the values of Enlightenment humanism – liberty, democracy and 

human rights and our opposition to autocratic tyranny. Kori Schake, writing in The

Atlanticmagazine (28th February), argues that ‘Endeavouring to destroy the liberal 

international order, [Putin] has been the architect of its revitalisation’.  The United 

Nations is often dismissed as irrelevant, but the censure of the Russian invasion by a 

majority on the Security Council helps to isolate Russia as a pariah state. Sanctions may 

be dismissed as a pusillanimous response, but actions like cutting off Russia’s access to 

its $630 billion foreign currency reserves by the ECB and Federal Reserve will severely 

impact the Russian economy. The West, in concert with other modern states like Japan, is 

vastly more powerful than Putin but at the moment we can only indirectly affect the 

outcome of this hideous conflict. Please write to the Bulletin with your views. 

I’ve been in email contact with Mike Flood, Chairman of Milton Keynes Humanists, 

about his very interesting talk on bad information and fake news. Mike’s talk certainly 

helped to explain what Putin has been up to with his cyber attacks and information 

warfare. But I felt that the talk leaned too heavily in the direction of wanting to control 

and censor the flow of information. I do not believe that truth is something that can be 

determined and controlled by regulators because regulators themselves can be captured 

by tribal interests and political bias. The phrase attributed to Mao Tse-Tung, ‘Let a 

thousand flowers bloom’, is well-worn, but it captures the idea (ironically, considering its 

source) that truth is something which can emerge from the conditions of liberty and 

democracy, rather than hubristic attempts to quash heresy and wrongthink. Putin is 

spewing out masses of disinformation but anyone with an internet connection can listen 

to reputable sources of information such as the BBC. The BBC itself is not without bias 

but the internet age truly has enabled a thousand flowers to bloom. We can augment our 

favourite news diet by sampling, with just a few clicks, the vast smörgåsbord of the 

world’s media. Critical thinking and viewpoint diversity is, I believe, is a better way to 

tackle the problem of fake news than, for example, expecting giant tech companies like 

Facebook to determine what is true.  But please email me with your view on this. 

View from the Chair
David Warden

Chairman of Dorset Humanists

I
‘m wary of the cliché that religion is the cause of most wars, but this one does have the 

appearance, at least in part, of a Christian crusade to take back the holy city of Kyiv, the 

birthplace of Russian Orthodoxy in 988CE by Vladimir the Great. His contemporary


