Dorset Humanists Bulletin – November 2021

Serving the humanist community in Dorset

Saturday 13th November at 2.00pm. Moordown Community Centre, 21 Coronation Ave,
Bournemouth BH9 1TW.

The State of the World’s
Wildlife
A talk by Emeritus Professor Norman Maclean
(shown left, in red). The present state of the world’s
wildlife is not good, with more extinctions and
declines than success stories. Norman will discuss
the reasons for this state of affairs. But he will
balance this with an account of conservation
successes, and the many species which are now on
the up. Although the world`s wildlife is the remit, he
will concentrate on species which are thriving in the
UK, but not exclusively.
Norman is former Chairman of South Hants
Humanists and one of our most popular speakers.
Click image to tell us you’re coming

Chief Executive of
Humanists UK and other
VIPs to attend our 25th
Andrew Copson, Chief Executive of Humanists UK
and President of Humanists International, David
Brittain, Executive Editor of Humanistically
Speaking, and David Croman, the second chairman
of Dorset Humanists, are all planning to attend our
25th anniversary. Have you got your ticket yet?
Don’t forget to get your ticket for our 25th
anniversary celebration! Click image for more
info or email Lyn:
Lyn.glass@btinternet.com

Email: chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk
Phone: 07910 886629
HMRC Charities Ref No EW10227

We’re also expecting a good contingent of our
humanist friends from West Dorset.

Click for
events

Click for
website
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Congratulations!
Congratulations to Daniel Dancey and Aaron Darkwood
who are certified first aiders for another three years.
Daniel and Aaron have been leading our walks
programme and it’s always good to know that we have
trained first aiders to hand, as well as at our regular
speaker events.
Daniel is treasurer of Dorset Humanists and Aaron is a
former Dorset Humanists Humanist of the Year.

Arts University Freshers
David Warden attended the Arts University Freshers’
Fair in his new role as humanist advisor in the
Bournemouth Universities Faith and Reflection Team.
He found himself in the bizarre position of handing
out bits of string and convincing students that they
could be transformed into macramé plant holders.
The students are ‘creative types’ and loved the idea!
More news to come about how this role develops.
Photo is David with the chaplain Rev Ruth Wells.

Dates for your diary
Sat 11th
December, 2pm

Moordown

Populism: The Revolt Against Liberal Democracy – a talk by Roger
Eatwell, Emeritus Professor of Politics at the University of Bath.
Plus mince pies and seasonal entertainment by the Hawkridge
Singers.

Sat 8th January,
2pm

Moordown

Sunday 23rd
January
Weds 26th
January,
7.30pm
Saturday 12th
February
lunchtime

Lighthouse

The Common Good – a talk and discussion led by economist Henri
Ruff. Is the Common Good important, and if so, why? If it’s
important, what practical steps can we consider to reach whatever
is the Common Good?
Holocaust Memorial Day. Please let David Warden know if you
would like a ticket for this event.
Bad Information and Fake News: The threat to democracy – a talk
by Mike Flood, Chairman of Milton Keynes Humanists

Elstead

Venue to be
confirmed

Darwin Day. Our distinguished guest speaker is Ariane Sherine
who will speak about her book “How to Live to 100”. Ariane was
the inspiration behind the world-famous ‘Atheist Bus Campaign’.

Plus social events and walks which will be announced on Dorset Humanists Meetup. Please check all
events nearer the time in case of any venue changes.

Dorset Humanists Bulletin November 2021

Charles Bradlaugh MP
Keith Hayward and his wife Christine gave us an
informative and entertaining talk on the life of
Charles Bradlaugh at our first meeting back at
Moordown Community Centre. Keith Hayward
is a committee member of Farnham Humanists.
This is an edited version of their talk.
Charles Bradlaugh founded the National
Secular Society in 1866. He was a social
reformer and political activist in mid-Victorian
England. His radical views were anathema to
mainstream Victorian sentiments and they
were bitterly opposed.
According to his biographer, Bryan Niblett, he
was ‘Abhorred as an atheist, reviled as a
republican, and loathed as an advocate of birth
control – Charles Bradlaugh was one of the
most detested men in mid-Victorian England.’
But not everyone thought badly of him. Tom
Mann, a young trade unionist, had this to say
about him:

“Charles Bradlaugh was the foremost platform
man in Britain. When championing an
unpopular cause, it is of advantage to have a
powerful physique. Bradlaugh had this; he had
also the courage equal to any requirement, a
command of language and power of
denunciation superior to any other man of his
time. He was a thorough-going republican. In
theological affairs he was an iconoclast, the
breaker of images.”
The social reformer Annie Besant described the
occasion she first heard him speak:
“The hall was crowded… a roar of cheering
burst forth. A tall figure passed swiftly up the
hall to the platform, and with a slight bow he
took his seat. He began quietly and simply, and
as he went from point to point his voice grew in
force and resonance till it rang around the hall
like a trumpet. Eloquence, fire, sarcasm,
pathos, passion, all in turn were bent against
Christian superstition, till the great audience,
carried away by the orator’s force, hung silent
as he went on, till the silence that followed a
magnificent peroration broke the spell, and a
hurricane of cheers relieved the tension.”

The first thing Bradlaugh did as a sitting MP was to
win the Act which legalised the affirming of an oath

It might be wondered why Bradlaugh became
the MP for Northampton (East Midlands) when
he never lived anywhere but East London. The
answer is that he had frequently lectured
there, as in many British towns and cities. In
the course of his visits to Northampton he had
made friends with many people who shared his
beliefs. When he decided to stand for election
he received their encouragement and support.
He was first elected to Parliament in 1880 but
his uncompromising atheism, and the
subsequent refusal of the House of Commons
to allow him to swear the Oath of Allegiance
and take his seat, launched him into a five-year
struggle which he eventually won. Bradlaugh’s
beliefs and campaigns included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Atheism, secularism, and republicanism
Abolition of the landed gentry
The right to affirm when taking an oath
Birth control and women’s rights
Universal suffrage
Workers’ rights and trade unionism
The co-operative movement
Opposition to Sabbatarianism (strict
observance of the Sabbath)
• Home Rule for Ireland and India
• Teetotalism

Dorset Humanists Bulletin November 2021

Bradlaugh was a big man, six foot two inches
tall, with a strong physique. There are many
stories about him taking the law into his own
hands and using physical violence to deal with
hecklers, occasionally the police, and even
within the House of Commons. He had a very
loud voice which was a great asset in an age
before public address systems. He often spoke
to audiences of several thousand. He spoke
with an East London accent and had a fair
complexion. He was always immaculately
dressed, with a black frock coat, black silk tie,
and on occasions a black silk top hat. He began
his lectures exactly at the advertised time,
whether or not the chairman was ready and
whether or not the audience was fully
assembled. His favourite pastime was fishing
and he was fond of dogs. He was born into
poverty and remained short of money
throughout his life.

Homeless at sixteen
He was born in Hoxton in the East End of
London in 1833, the eldest of seven children.
“Bradlaugh, while trying to enter the House, was seized
by officials, and he resisting, was forcibly ejected after
His daughter Hypatia described the street
a struggle, by four messengers and ten policemen.”
where he was born as having ‘a desperate air of
squalor and poverty’. He was probably brought
With the guidance and help of local radicals, he
up on pie, mash, and eels. He left school at the
soon began to participate in public political
age of eleven but he became devoted to
meetings, including meetings chaired by
educating himself including Greek, Latin,
George Jacob Holyoake, the original founder of
Hebrew, and French. He attended St Peter’s
secularism. But Charles’s life was dogged by
Church in Hackney Road and was appointed a
unemployment, poverty and debt. The way out
Sunday School teacher. But he was also being
he chose was to join the army. Hoping to be
exposed to more radical views. Nearby was
sent to India, he was instead put in the 7th
Bonners Field where speakers were promoting
Dragoon Guards and sent to Ireland. He was
atheism and Chartism. Aged sixteen, he wrote
tormented by the other soldiers because he
to the vicar asking for an explanation about
was a teetotaller, an academic, and because he
inconsistencies between the Thirty-nine
had joined a cavalry regiment when he couldn’t
Articles of the Church of England and the
ride a horse. Gradually, he won the respect of
Gospels. The vicar’s response was totally
his comrades. He would write love-letters on
unsympathetic. He dismissed him as a teacher
their behalf and his legal expertise solved
and denounced him to his parents and his
various problems for the regiment. He bought
employers as an atheist. Charles had to leave
himself out of the army when he was twenty
home and his job. The homeless Bradlaugh was
years old and back in civvy street he got a job
taken in by Eliza Sharples, the common law
as a solicitor’s errand boy. The solicitor soon
widow of Richard Carlile, the Chartist leader
discovered that he had considerable legal
who had served several prison sentences for
knowledge and a quick mind. After nine
blasphemy and seditious libel (another term for
months he was entrusted with the work of the
atheism). [In 1819, Carlile was sentenced to
whole Common Law department.
three years in Dorchester Jail.]
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He married Susannah Lamb Hooper in 1855
when he was twenty-two years of age. They
had three children, Alice, Hypatia, and Charles.
Hypatia was named after the Alexandrian
pagan philosopher, mathematician, astronomer
and teacher who was brutally murdered by
Coptic monks in the year 415. As a teenager,
Bradlaugh had also had a girlfriend called
Hypatia who was the daughter of Richard
Carlile. Bradlaugh’s marriage broke up in 1870
owing to his wife’s alcoholism. His wife and
their children went to live in Midhurst and
Charles moved into a small apartment in East
London. His son Charlie died of scarlet fever at
the age of eleven and his wife died at the age
of forty-five. His daughters then moved to
London to be with their father.

Bradlaugh the speaker
In 1861, he wrote: ‘During the past twelve
months I have addressed 276 different
meetings, four of which each numbered over
5,000 persons’. He had a punishing schedule of
lectures while at the same time being
employed full time as a legal assistant. In order
to protect his employer’s reputation he
adopted the nom-de-plume ‘Iconoclast’ (which
means the breaker of images). There were
often attempt to ban him from speaking but he
would improvise, for example speaking from a
waggon or a barge to the assembled crowd. He
had various overseas speaking engagements
including three times visiting the USA, and also
France and Italy.

Annie Besant and the birth control case
He first met Annie Besant in 1874 when he was
forty years old. She, at twenty-seven, was
already a star in her own right as a speaker and
writer. She was well-off compared to Bradlaugh
with a nice house and servants. They formed a
close working relationship. They were both
separated from their spouses but not divorced.
It is said they would have married if they had
been free. They drifted apart in later life when
she returned to socialism and theosophy, both
of which Bradlaugh opposed. But she remained
besotted with Bradlaugh for the rest of her life.

Annie Besant: Lecturer, writer, and Vice President of
the National Secular Society, a close friend and
colleague of Charles Bradlaugh.

They were both very much in favour of
promoting birth control as a way of reducing
poverty by limiting family size. They published a
pamphlet called The Fruits of Philosophy by an
American physician which advocated
contraception and described methods for
practising it. The author, Charles Knowlton, was
imprisoned with hard labour for publishing it
and he died shortly after his release. Bradlaugh
and Besant were arrested and charged with
breaching the Obscene Publications Act and
committed for trial at the Old Bailey. The Judge
was Lord Chief Justice Sir Alexander Cockburn
and the prosecution was led by Sir Hardinge
Giffard, the Solicitor General. Bradlaugh acted
alone in defence. The case attracted massive
public interest and the sales of the pamphlet
shot up. In Giffard’s summing up he said, “This
is a dirty, filthy book and the test of it is that no
human being would allow that book to lie on
his table, no decently educated English
husband would allow his wife to have it, and
yet, forsooth, anybody may have it for
sixpence.” Bradlaugh and Besant were found
guilty and each sentenced to six months in
prison and fines of £200. But Bradlaugh had
spotted a technical error in the prosecution’s
case and he won his appeal against the Solicitor
General.
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Bradlaugh’s struggle to become an MP
Bradlaugh initially stood as an independent in
the 1868 and 1874 General Elections, and lost
both times. In the 1880 General Election he
stood as a Liberal, and was elected. This began
his epic five year struggle to take up his seat,
involving three by-elections and two General
Elections. All MPs have to take the Oath of
Allegiance before they can take their seat.
Bradlaugh made it plain that, as an atheist and
a republican, he could not, in sincerity, take an
oath of allegiance to God and the Queen.
Parliament therefore refused to allow him to
take his seat, and a by-election was called.
Ranged against him were the Tories, and
Christian Liberal MPs. One of the leading MPs
who opposed him was Lord Randolph Churchill.
The Prime Minister, William Gladstone, was
neutral on the issue. He used many tactics to
try and take his seat, some of them violent. He
was occasionally removed from the chamber
by the Sergeant-at-Arms. He was barred from
taking his seat for five years, even though
validly elected. At the General Election of 1885
he was again elected and the matter was
becoming a national scandal. Democracy was
being denied. A new Speaker was in place and
amid howls of protest, he declared that
Bradlaugh could take his seat. He became a
popular and highly respected backbencher but
he served as an MP for only six years before his
death at the age of fifty-seven from Bright’s
disease, a degenerative disease of the kidneys.
He was buried in Brookwood Cemetery in
Surrey. Two extra trains rom Waterloo were laid
on for the masses of people who wished to
attend. It is said that at least 3,000 people
attended. He was buried in a biodegradable
coffin. His memorial was topped by a bronze
bust but this was stolen in 1938. In October
2021, the bust was restored by the National
Secular Society. In 2017, a bust statue was
commissioned by the NSS and placed in
Parliament.

Further information
https://charlesbradlaughsociety.wordpress.com
Restoration of grave, info here

“The houses on Gold Hill in Shaftesbury make the point
eloquently about the relationship between building, road
and landscape. The stone paved road, the steep fall, the
magisterial views across the Blackmore Vale, the
descending ridges all enhance the appearance of these
very modest buildings from the eighteenth century.”

Dorset Vernacular
John Hubbard’s talk on vernacular architecture
in Dorset’s villages provided us with a fastpaced feast of styles, patterns, materials,
features and contrasts, which to the untrained
eye have lain hidden in plain sight. John took us
on dazzling tour which included stops in
Okeford Fitzpaine, Child Okeford, Puddletown,
Cerne Abbas, Yetminster, Bradford Abbas,
Sandford Orcas, Milton Abbas, Stoke Abbot,
and Nether Compton, referencing the family
names of Digby, Drax, Bankes, and Brymer.
Cottages, schools, rectories, almhouses,
reading rooms, manor houses, gentleman’s
residences, pubs, chapels, churches, gable
ends, and chimney stacks – made from
Corallian limestone, brown ironstone or
heathstone, Welsh slate, flint, brick, timber
frames, cob, clunch, hazel wattles, thatched
roofs, mullioned windows, York windows,
buttresses and tiebars – a rich architectural
mosaic was brought to life by John’s meticulous
photographic documentary and detailed
explanations peppered with social commentary
and facts about local geology.
On geology, John explained “…areas famous for
their solid rock, which within the sixty mile
diameter of Dorset shades impressively from
Portland’s crisply carvable pure white (and
which we have largely exported), to the creams
and pale and even bluish greys of Purbeck, 
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to the sage drab of the Shaftesbury
greensands, and a rich light ochre as if
someone had turned a pot of liquid honey
standing in the sun to stone from just over the
border at ham in Somerset. There are also in
the north yellowy Corallian limestones of our
own, and in the area north of Purbeck around
Poole harbour the brown ironstone or
heathstone, of which you can find farm
buildings entirely made on the road from
Studland to Corfe.”
On social class, John commented: “We must
never forget that the trade union movement
began amongst agricultural workers in one of
the poorest counties in the land, and that in
the northern part of the county there were
riots in agitation for electoral reform in places
now as somnolent as Sherborne…. We have in
this county a wonderfully rich range of villages,
almost every one of which represents the
enduring in local house design over at least the
last four hundred and fifty years. From
observations, it would appear that the vast
majority of this is in very good condition. It
would be wonderful if participating in the
future of these places were guaranteed to all
and not just an increasingly dominant and
carelessly intrusive middle class.”

“While aspects of Poundbury may justifiably be compared
to the architectural eccentricities of another Prince of
Wales [a reference to the Prince Regent and Brighton
Pavilion] the commitment of the Duchy of Cornwall and
Prince Charles himself to vernacular and traditional styles
of building has been an undoubted force for good.”

John’s favourite material is ham stone (right), “a rich light
ochre as if someone had turned a pot of liquid honey
standing in the sun to stone from just over the border at
ham in Somerset.”

On the risks of documentary making, John
warned “…this habit is not without risks: I was
in one mid-Dorset village early one morning
and encountered the chair of the local
neighbourhood watch out walking her dog. I
explained why I was lingering, and she told me
she had had three phone calls about me
already.”
On ownership v renting, John commented, “In
a society in which home-ownership has been
engrained in our mentality, we do need to
pinch ourselves and recall that in the past the
norm was rental, and rental at fairly affordable
rates. Part of the benign paternalism of English
landowners was their interest in reinvesting in
their estates as part of a project of constant
improvement and increasing value.”
n Listen to John’s talk on Dorset Humanists
YouTube here

Blue plaques of scientific interest in Dorset: The Robert
Boyle educational endowment still exists, and it supports
local students in their sixth form studies in nearby towns.
Benjamin Jesty was a pioneer vaccinator against smallpox.

“…this richness and
variety is what
makes travel, even
from one end of the
county to another,
fascinating.”
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The Big Green Debate
"Personal sacrifice will be required by
everyone to ensure that the world achieves
carbon net zero by 2050". Simon Whipple
spoke in favour of the motion and David
Warden spoke against. These are selected
highlights of the debate speeches but the
whole debate can be watched by clicking on
the image.
Simon: I think the fundamental issue of this
debate is honesty. The sort of reactions
everybody has when there is some really bad
news – that the world is cooking – and that
we’ve got a challenge which is to stop the
world boiling over – people respond in almost
predictable ways. Climate-change denialism is
just one of the ways in which people shirk the
bad news. Another is for newspapers like the
Daily Mail [citing an article by Matt Ridley] to
argue that what Britain does is insignificant
and what we’re doing is probably
counterproductive.
Bill Gates’s book How to Avoid a Climate
Disaster (2021) is plausible but he is basically
saying we don’t need to do anything –
everything will be done for us. I think that is a
very dangerous attitude to take. Most people
who understand the problem want to do their
bit. Gates thinks that high technology,
research and development, will get us out of
the problem. Most of the high technology
he’s talking about is uncertain, still in the
conceptual stage. We shouldn’t rely for our
very survival on something which might be a
good idea. It’s too risky and too slow.
Easter Island is a very good case study for
what happens to a community when their
whole environment is becoming
unsupportable. I feel that that is the way the
world is going unless we do better. For
example we had Concorde, it was very good,
but no more. The fact that we could fly to
Prague anytime we wanted. That was great!
But we’re not going to have it [anymore].
David has to prove his case. If he can’t prove
that all these high technologies will achieve
what we need before 2050 we’ll either have

Fisticuffs at Dorset Humanists! Photo by Aaron.
Click image to watch the debate.

to have personal suffering or have to make
personal sacrifices. Bill Gates is saying that
personal efforts aren’t worth the bother. But
if we look at these figures [graph shown],
giving up meat takes off 6 per cent of the
world’s climate emissions. If everybody stops
flying, that’s 2 per cent. Stop heating our
houses – 4 per cent. Give up cars and use
bicycles – 7 per cent. That’s a total of nearly
20 per cent. If we gave up 20 per cent that
would be a significant achievement.
I suggest that Bill Gates might be very
disingenuous. [Quoting Jennifer Granholm, US
Secretary for Energy]: “Focusing on individual
responsibility is what the big polluters want
us to do.” That’s all very well until you realise
that some people have very large carbon
footprints. Bill Gates’s own carbon footprint
is 1629 tons of CO2 per annum. I’m at about
the UK average of 11 tons. I could shave mine
down a little, but Bill Gates could do a lot. I
think Bill Gates is being used to get big
business under the screw rather than getting
our own house in order.
It’s not just the technologies. It’s also speed.
We need to drop our emissions every year. If
we wait fifteen or twenty years for the new
R&D to come through, the CO2 stays in the
atmosphere and we would have to use
carbon sequestration to an even greater
extent. Broadly speaking, once CO2 is in the
atmosphere, it’s there for ever.
There’s another rich man’s think tank called
Rethink X. They think we should just rely on
available technologies. The founder’s idea 
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is that any new technology, if it’s
economically viable, will take about fifteen
years from introduction before it dominates
the market. So if you let the market rip with
things like electric cars, and we’re probably
already five years into that, then all will be
well. I just don’t feel confident that given the
free market this will all happen at the speed
Rethink believes is possible.
My final thought: park railings being removed
in 1940. They weren’t ever used to make
Spitfires! But the important thing is that
people wanted to do their bit. They were
willing to embrace sacrifice. And I suggest to
you that that is how we should look at
climate change and the sacrifices that will be
required. I think many people want leadership
from government and are willing to make the
reductions. If they made the sacrifices
spontaneously then the economy would
collapse because we are needed by the
oligarchs to keep the economy running. That’s
a little bit of socialism that crept out there!
We don’t want a catastrophic switch off. But
we certainly need a lot more switching off
than David is going to suggest.
David: Caroline Lucas said on the radio this
morning, “It’s not about sacrifice. It’s about
win-win solutions.” My main concern about
tonight’s motion is that it frames the climate
crisis in religious terms. It’s long been
recognised that Climate Change has taken on
the attributes of a secular religion. It has an
apocalyptic vision of the future, literally a
fiery vision of hell in which we will all be
boiled alive, and this will come about in the
not too distant future because of human
wickedness. Climate Change religion has a
belief structure known as the Scientific
Consensus and anyone who deviates from
this in the slightest degree is suspected of
heresy and denounced as a climate denier.
Just because Climate Change has taken on the
likeness of a religion doesn’t mean that
environmental catastrophe is impossible. We
came very close to environmental
catastrophe with the hole in the ozone layer.
This was fixed by an international agreement

called the Montreal Protocol in 1987. But
turning global warming into a religion is the
least effective way to deal with the problem.
Preaching at people to turn from their evil
ways and to live henceforth in sackcloth and
ashes simply doesn’t work. At best, the
people being preached at will make a few
token gestures such as reducing their meat
consumption and recycling their plastic bags.
I'm afraid the Tesco solution ‘Every little
helps’ will do very little to solve the problem.
I do think that aiming for net zero by 2050 is
probably a prudent thing to do, as long as we
don’t dismantle civilization in the process.
The rational and humanistic solution to the
problem is not to go back to the Stone Age
but to ramp up our efforts at transforming the
economy so that we can regulate greenhouse
gas emissions.
Now one of Simon’s points is that we don’t
have the time to wait for all of this new
technology to come on stream. I think his
solution, personal sacrifice, won’t fix the
problem. The rational solution is to enable
eight billion people on the planet to enjoy a
decent standard of living whilst decarbonising
at source. According to Johan Rockström, the
Swedish Earth systems scientist endorsed by
Greta Thunberg and author of Breaking
Boundaries: The Science of our Planet (2021)
we’re already in the middle of a great
transformation. What we need to do in the
next ten years is increase funding to research
and development so that by the time we get
to 2030 the exponential curve will kick in.
We’re already seeing it with electric cars. If
we can get onto the right flight path by 2030
then we’ll be able to hit the net zero landing
strip by 2050. Rockström believes that we
need a so-called ‘Earthshot mission’ to
stabilize the Earth.
I believe that this is an approach which is in
tune with Enlightenment humanism and
because it’s an uplifting and optimistic aim, I
believe that there’s a much greater chance of
getting human beings to buy into it, rather
than the depressing hair shirt message of
some environmentalists.
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Letters &
Emails
It’s your column…
From David Brittain, Executive Editor of
Humanistically Speaking
Does your group have a spokesperson? We
have recently been considering ways and
means of raising our Humanist profile in the
wider world, and one of the options under
review is to send monthly issues of
Humanistically Speaking to local BBC radio
stations with the objective of raising issues
that we care about, but which tend to be
overlooked – at least from a humanist
perspective.
Such action might well inspire interest (for
example, by inviting us to comment via radio
interviews), and that could well stretch
Humanistically Speaking’s resources far
beyond its capacity. But it could be an
opportunity that’s too good to miss, and we
are interested in finding out if your group is
able to identify any potential – or already
nominated – spokespersons.
If your group does have one or two members
who are prepared to be interviewed by the
media on behalf of your group, and
Humanism in general, then please do let us
know. And if your nominee(s) are prepared to
have their names and email details put
forward to the local BBC, we will be happy to
consider sending those stations regular
monthly links to issues of Humanistically
Speaking and encourage them to approach
your nominee for opinion/comment or
advice.
In reaching out to the public like this, there
are some pitfalls that need to be watched out
for. For example, your spokesperson must be
trusted to ‘toe the party line’ when it comes
to core Humanist values, or at least make it

clear if they have a different personal opinion,
and we will rely on you to ensure as far as
possible that someone is available when
asked. So – if you have one or two people
who you think will be able to represent
Humanists in a friendly, non-confrontational
and positive manner, please do let us know,
and we’ll consider a trial run.

n If you are interested in being a media
spokesperson on matters of humanist
concern please let David Warden know. You
should be a paid-up member of Dorset
Humanists and ideally a member of
Humanists UK. Email
chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk
From Steve Neel about John Hubbard’s talk
Thank you John for a really interesting talk, I
shall look at these villages through different
eyes next time I'm driving through the county.
Great to see you actually went out and took
the photographs yourself.
From Jonathan Crozier
Many thanks, John, for such an enlightening
talk. It has certainly encouraged me to be
more inquisitive when I see a building with a
quirky feature. I will be thinking more of its
historical context. I do hope you will be back
to enlighten us some more sometime.
From Heather
Thank you, John, for bringing the history of
village properties to life by sharing your
knowledge and enthusiasm. An inspiring talk!
From John Davison
Great talk John, thank you. Am now
motivated to look in more detail!
From Barney Maunder-Taylor about the Big
Green Debate
Many thanks to Phil, Simon and David for a
great debate with much to take home and
think about.
n Chairman's View is taking a break this
month.

