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Saturday 11th September at 2.00pm. 
Talbot View Community Centre, 3 Alder Hills 
Industrial Estate, Poole BH12 4AY (near 
Sainsbury’s) – venue subject to confirmation

No More Faith Schools  
Around a third of publicly-funded schools are 
faith schools and they have a wide range of 
opportunities to promote, and discriminate 
according to, their religious ethos. These schools 
also influence practices across the education 
system. But it doesn't need to be this way. Our 
many fantastic community schools show how we 
can move towards a secular, inclusive education 
system.

The National Secular Society's Alastair Lichten 
will talk about the Society's No More Faith 
Schools campaign, along with their other 
education-focused campaigns. The talk includes 
advice on activism and it will be engaging and 
informative for those with any level of pre-
existing knowledge on the subject.

Alastair Lichten is the Society's head of 
education. He joined the NSS in 2014 to work on 
a variety of their campaigns before focusing on 
education. He currently coordinates the No 
More Faith Schools campaign.

Alastair Lichten
National Secular Society

John Kingston (on the right) receiving 
his Dorset Humanists’ Humanist of the 
Year Certificate from David Warden at 

the Elstead Hotel on 25th August. 

John was our treasurer from 2017-
2021, keeping our accounts in good
order before handing the role over to
Daniel Dancey at our online AGM in
March. This was the first opportunity
we’ve had to present John with his
certificate and bottle of wine as a small
token of our appreciation.

PLEASE NOTE VENUE WHICH IS

SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION –
CHECK VIA MEETUP

mailto:chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk
https://dorset.humanist.org.uk/wp/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dorsethumanists/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/dorsethumanists/
https://twitter.com/dorsethumanists
https://twitter.com/dorsethumanists
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Wednesday 22nd September 7.30pm Bourne Suite at the Elstead Hotel, 12-14 Knyveton Road, 
East Cliff, Bournemouth BH1 3QP. Join us in the bar after the talk. 

A talk by Alexander Lucie-Smith 

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274) is an enduring 
influence on western civilisation, though his pervasive 
influence is little acknowledged. In this talk, Alexander 
Lucie-Smith aims to show how some of Aquinas’s 
thought remains part of our cultural heritage, and how, 
conversely, much of his subtlety has been short-circuited 
by subsequent generations, with catastrophic effect. In 
particular, he intends to look at how Aquinas defined 
law and natural law, and how, contrary to widely held 
popular belief, he never set out to prove the existence 
of God. He will also try and show how Aquinas’s beliefs 
underlie an understanding of the world which is deeply 
opposed to any form of fundamentalism. 

Aquinas

Alexander Lucie-Smith is writer, speaker, and Catholic priest. He has a degree in English 
literature from the University of Oxford, and a doctorate in ethics from the Gregorian 
University in Rome. His main academic interests are in the writings of Saint Augustine, and in 
the twentieth century ethicists and political thinkers John Rawls and Alasdair Macintyre. He is 
the author of several books and numerous articles, and has appeared on television and radio. 
Portrait of Aquinas by Antonio del Castillo y Saavedra, ca. 1649 (public domain).

Dates for your diary
Saturday 9th

October, 2pm

Moordown Charles Bradlaugh – a talk by Keith Hayward. Keith is on the 

committee of Farnham Humanists. Charles Bradlaugh (1833-1891) 

was the founder of the National Secular Society.

Weds 20th

October 

7.30pm

Elstead Net Zero Debate: “Personal sacrifice will be required by everyone 

to ensure that the World achieves carbon net-zero by 2050”. 

Simon Whipple and David Warden

Weds 27th

October, 

7.30pm

Elstead Village Vernacular Architecture – a talk by John Hubbard. John is 

members of Dorset Humanists and a retired English teacher and 

architecture enthusiast. 

Sat 13th

November, 2pm

Moordown The State of the World’s Wildlife – a talk by Emeritus Professor 

Norman Maclean. Norman is a former Chairman of South Hants 

Humanists. 

Weds 24th Nov,

7.30pm

Brunswick 

Hotel

Dorset Humanists 25th Anniversary. Entertainment by the Mother 

Ukers (a popular ukulele band). More details to follow. 

Sat 11th

December, 2pm

Moordown Populism: The Revolt Against Liberal Democracy – a talk by Roger 

Eatwell, Emeritus Professor of Politics at the University of Bath. 

Plus mince pies and seasonal entertainment by the Hawkridge 

Singers. 

Plus social events and walks which will be announced on Dorset Humanists Meetup. Please check all 

events nearer the time in case of any venue changes. 



Ecomodernism: humanistic and 
rational environmentalism
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Sophy Robinson gave a thought-provoking and controversial 
overview of this topic at the Elstead Hotel on 25th August. This 
report summarises some of its key ideas and thinkers.

What is ‘ecomodernism’?

According to Wikipedia, ecomodernism is an
environmental philosophy which argues that
humans should protect nature and improve
human wellbeing by developing technologies
that ‘decouple’ human development from
environmental impacts. It supports state
action centred on technology development. It
argues that intensification of human activities
can reduce harmful human impacts on the
natural world. Technologies commonly
recommended by ecomodernists include
nuclear power, genetically-modified foods,
synthetic meat, water desalination,
urbanisation, and carbon dioxide removal
technologies.

Who are the ecomodernists?

Sophy mentioned five sources that she had
found particularly helpful:

• Apocalypse Never: Why Environmental 
Alarmism Hurts Us All (2020) by Michael 
Shellenberger. Shellenberger is a journalist, 
author, and the founder and president of 
Environmental Progress, a pro-nuclear 
advocacy organisation. 

• Ecomodernism: Technology, Politics and 
The Climate Crisis (2019) by Jonathan 
Symons. Symons is a Senior Lecturer in 
Politics and International Relations at 
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. 
His book Ecomodernism explores the 
argument for increased state investment in 
low-carbon innovation. 

• False Alarm: How Climate Change Panic 
Costs Us Trillions, Hurts the Poor, and Fails 
to Fix the Planet (2020) by Bjorn Lomborg. 
Lomborg is a Danish author and president 
of the Copenhagen Consensus Center think 
tank. He is former director of the Danish 
government's Environmental Assessment 
Institute. He became internationally known 
for his best-selling and controversial 
book, The Skeptical Environmentalist 
(2001). 

• Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong 
About The World - And Why Things Are 
Better Than You Think (2018) by Hans 
Rosling, Ola Rosling, and Anna Rosling 
Rönnlund. Hans Rosling (1948-2017) was a 
Swedish physician, academic, and public 
speaker. 

Left to right: Michael Shellenberger, Jonathan Symons, Bjorn Lomborg and Hans Rosling. Rosling photo extracted from another file.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecomodernism
https://environmentalprogress.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Anna_Rosling_R%C3%B6nnlund,_Hans_Rosling,_and_Ola_Rosling_on_"Factfulness".jpg
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The fifth source mentioned by Sophy was
UnHerd (unherd.com) which aims to push
back against ‘herd mentality’ with new and
bold thinking, and to provide a platform for
otherwise unheard ideas, people and places.

Key ideas of ecomodernism

1. Ecomodernists are optimists. They
challenge the arguments that the only
way ‘save the planet’ is to adopt existing
renewables, electric cars, vegan diets, to
stop flying on overseas trips and just lead
a much simpler life with much less ‘stuff’.

2. Ecomodernism is about levelling-up poor
countries, not levelling-down developed
countries.

3. Invest in nuclear energy innovation and
other high density energy sources.
Renewable technologies such as wind and
solar are low density, intermittent energy
sources which rely too much on fossil fuel
backup and sprawling infrastructure. They
are hazardous to wildlife such as birds and
insects.

4. ‘Decouple’ human development from
nature. People in undeveloped countries
have a negative impact on nature by
cutting down trees, killing wild animals for
food etc. We need to intensify
technological solutions which have less
impact on the environment such as clean
electricity and high-yield agriculture.
Genetically-modified crops can increase
yields, reduce pesticide use, and increase
resistance to drought etc. This approach
could slow destruction of the Amazon
rainforest which is partly being driven by
inefficient small-scale farmers. Selective
breeding and feeding cows with seaweed
can reduce methane production by up to
82%. Better still, develop synthetic meat.

5. Intensify urbanisation. Compact cities
with clean energy and efficient public
transport systems will reduce the human
impact on the planet and leave space for
others species to recover.

6. Laissez-faire neoliberalism will not fund
the basic research needed. We need an
‘entrepreneurial state’ to drive basic
research and innovation as promoted by
economist Mariana Mazzucato in her
books The Entrepreneurial State (2018)
and Mission Economy: A Moonshot Guide
to Changing Capitalism (2021).

7. De-growth is not the answer. We need
economic growth to fund the investment
in new technologies and to promote
universal flourishing. Every household on
the planet should be able to have a
washing machine.

8. Avoid eco-imperialism: we should not
dictate to developing countries how they
should develop.

Further information

An Ecomodernist Manifesto (2015) by Michael 
Shellenberger, Ted Nordhaus, Mark Lynas, and 
fifteen others, published by 
ecomodernism.org. Click here to download. 

Zion Lights who spoke to Dorset Humanists in 
2020 is also pro-nuclear.  Click here. 

“Let science and 
innovation lead the 
way. The relatively 

small decline in 
emissions this year 

makes one thing clear: 
We cannot get to zero 
emissions simply—or 

even mostly—by flying 
and driving less.” 

Bill Gates blog during the 2020 pandemic.  
Image extracted from another file. 

“We won’t solve the 
energy crisis by 

renewables alone or by 
lowering our personal 

carbon footprints or by 
becoming an eco-fascist 

state.” Zion Lights 

https://unherd.com/
http://www.ecomodernism.org/manifesto-english
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GigjLrdil9U&t=166s
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bill_Gates_and_Justine_Greening_June_2015.jpg


Dorset Humanists Bulletin September 2021

Dancing Ledge walkers! From left: Adam, Marjorie, Robert, Sally, David, Bronia. Photo by Aaron.  

The Resurrection: 
‘Theology not History’
Jonathan M S Pearce gave us a very scholarly
and entertaining talk on the resurrection at
the Elstead in August. His new book The
Resurrection: A Critical Examination (2021) is
a companion volume to his book The Nativity:
A Critical Examination (2012).

Jonathan comes down on the side of those
who think that Jesus really existed but his
odds are only about 60/40 in favour of
historicity. He accepts that Jesus had
followers who thought he was the promised
Messiah. His death came as a great shock to
them. Jonathan believes that they had next to
no knowledge of the circumstances of his
death and that to relieve acute cognitive
dissonance they scoured the Hebrew
Scriptures in order to make sense of his
execution for blasphemy, probably by stoning.
Jonathan’s central argument, following
biblical scholar John Dominic Crossan, is that

Click me to watch 
the talk or go to 

Dorset Humanists 
on YouTube

the passion narrative of Jesus is an allegory of
Yom Kippur – the Jewish festival of
atonement. In this ritual there are two goats.
One is sacrificed and one is set free. In the
Christian story, this explains the historically
implausible tale of Barabbas being set free by
Pilate whilst Jesus is crucified. So the disciples
and gospel writers interpreted the meaning of
Jesus’s death in light of the Old Testament
and they organized a complex array of
scriptural proof-texts into a coherent and
sequential narrative, refining and augmenting
the story with details to make it resemble
history. This is how the resurrection story
originated…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekjRgnQUyl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekjRgnQUyl0
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From Chris Smith

The online Zoom coffee mornings have been 
appreciated, a true life line in the first 
lockdown.  And a comfortable and friendly 
meeting all the time.  Many thanks for the 
initiative and for keeping it going!

From Sally Hawksworth

I have found the coffee club a very valuable 
resource during Covid lockdown and/or 
restrictions, and my impression is that others 
have found it so too. It has also attracted 
some newcomers, who may be able to attend 
live meetings. It might be a nice idea to have 
a monthly/ bimonthly online coffee club 
meeting for those interested, particularly 
people who can’t physically attend meetings. 
Not necessarily on a Tuesday morning. Or 
maybe schedule occasional online talks, and 
have a longer social chat session before they 
begin. And if we should find ourselves back in 
lockdown in the future, with no physical get 
togethers, we should definitely reintroduce 
the coffee club or something similar.

From Aaron Darkwood

The coffee mornings have been enjoyable, 
even for someone like me who doesn't drink 
coffee. A wide variety of topics explored and 
new faces popping up on regular occasions. 
It's great that our walking group has also 
attracted some new attendees from the 
coffee club. It has filled a gap not covered on 
the previous programme, and very easy to 
attend with not leaving the home, and very 
affordable in not having to buy drinks or 
tempted by a menu in a venue.

n Our friendly online coffee mornings 
continue fortnightly for now. 

Letters & 
Emails
It’s your column…

From Teddy Prout, Humanists UK

You might be aware that this is my last week 
at Humanists UK, and I wanted to write to say 
a huge thank you for everything you have 
done.

The education department has grown 
incredibly over the time I have been here, 
with more than five times the number of 
students hearing about humanism from one 
of us. I have been so proud of the work of the 
education department, from the MOOCs, to 
the ever increasing number of resources, to 
the huge number of visits we make to schools 
across the country to share what it means to 
be a humanist. Luke’s leadership has been 
amazing throughout the past six years, and I 
know that he will continue to grow not only 
the amount of visits we make and resources 
we create, but our presence as a force for 
good education.

Thank you for your hard work and dedication, 
and for all your support for this programme, 
especially during the past 18 months with 
schools closing, and a massive move to 
providing lessons and perspectives online.

I wish you all the very best. 

n Teddy Prout, a former music teacher, spoke 
to us in October 2020 on the topic of ‘Music: 
A Humanist Perspective.’ He played the piano 
for us with great enthusiasm, but concluded 
that there is no such thing as ‘humanist 
music’! He also spoke to us in June 2018 on 
the topic of non-religious pastoral care.  



that policies pursued over the last 30 years have so far utterly failed to stop greenhouse 

gas emissions from rising. Both simply want effective solutions. The main divide is 

between those who think that the climate crisis can be solved by doubling down on 

personal actions and sacrifices like eating less meat, flying less and so on, and those 

who acknowledge that, whilst such actions may be ethically commendable, they will 

have only a marginal effect on the planetary problems we are facing. We can pursue 

both strategies, but it’s pie in the sky to imagine that individual action plus intermittent 

renewables will get the job done. Nor should we try to stop the world’s poor from 

getting washing machines and reliable energy. 

The recent book by Professor Dr. Johan Rockström and Owen Gaffney, Breaking 

Boundaries, The Science of Our Planet (2021) with a foreword by Greta Thunberg, 

essentially takes the same approach as the ecomodernists. Rockström is Director of the 

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research and Professor in Earth System Science at 

the University of Potsdam. Owen Gaffney is a global sustainability analyst and writer 

and head of media at the Stockholm Resilience Centre. They outline a terrifying 

scenario about a possible ‘domino effect’ whereby warmer temperatures release extra 

CO2 from the oceans, and permafrost thaws emit more greenhouse gases, triggering a 

self-reinforcing warming cycle. This could rewind the climate clock tens of millions of 

years in just a couple of centuries leading to a hothouse Earth in which temperatures are 

up to 15°C hotter than today. But they qualify this by saying it’s ‘scientifically plausible’ 

rather than probable, and as yet we know ‘precious little’ about it. 

Setting apocalyptic scenarios to one side, the world has converged on the policy of 

getting to net zero by 2050 and limiting temperature rise to 1.5°C. This may not be 

achievable but it seems prudent to aim for it. Rockström’s optimism is based on the 

power of the exponential effect. Progress on energy transformation can seem 

agonisingly slow in the early stages, but once the ‘elbow’ of the exponential curve is 

reached then progress can be very rapid. 

One thing seems clear: the neo-liberal laissez-faire economic consensus of the last forty 

years which has been the operating model of governments of both the right and the left 

must be dumped if we are to have any hope of living within planetary boundaries. It 

was dumped to cope with the Covid pandemic and it needs to stay in the ideological 

waste disposal unit. Governments need to step up with massively increased research 

and development funding to create an ‘Earthshot Mission’ approach to living within 

planetary boundaries. Let’s hope COP26 delivers some rationality. 

View from the Chair
David Warden

Chairman of Dorset Humanists

A
s John Kingston said after Sophy Robinson’s talk, it’s not an either/or

(ecomodernists vs Greta). Extinction Rebellion is not committed to any particular 

policy to combat climate change. It acknowledges, as much as the ecomodernists, 


