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Humanists celebrate science, progress, and the 
possibilities of human development and fulfilment.   

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нлнм ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
bringing you a cornucopia of humanist news and views 
from across the southern region and further afield. Stay 
tuned and stay in touch! 

Also this year, the UK will host the 26th UN Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow 
on 1 ς 12 November. The COP26 summit will bring 
parties together to accelerate action towards the goals 
of the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. Humanistically Speaking 
will maintain its focus on climate matters as we 
approach this event of vital importance for the future of 
humanity and our planetary ecosystem. 

As the 46th President is installed in the White House, 
what will be the legacy of Donald Trump and will Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris address the concerns of the 74 
million Americans who voted for him?  

Get your own Humanistically Speaking hot-lined direct from the editors 

Humanistically.Speaking@gmail.com 

Features this month: 

Å  Interviewing the CEO 

Å Being a Veggie 

Å Life after Death with Maggie 

Å Cats & the Meaning of Life 

Å Another Book Giveaway 

Å The Boris Bunch 

Å and much more 

At the beginning of a new year, Humanistically 
Speaking looks forward to the liberating 
possibilities of effective vaccines against SARS-
Cov-2 and we celebrate the wonderful 
ingenuity of the human species in protecting 
ourselves from microscopic predators.  
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CONTENT DISCLAIMER 
Our editorial team consists entirely of 

humanist volunteers. Articles are 
written by them, or by our readers and 

contributors, and published at the 
discretion of the editorial team. We 
strive to publish content in line with 
humanist aims and values but views 

expressed by writers are their own and 
not necessarily shared by the South 

Central England Humanists Network or 
Humanists UK.  
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Tap my face > 

David Brittain 

Welcome to our last bi-monthly issue of Humanistically 
Speaking!  

From now on, we will be a monthly magazine, so future 
issues will be shorter, but more frequent, and hopefully 
more in touch with current events. Nevertheless we have 
an amazing, sumptuous issue ς a joyous feast for your eyes 
ς that includes another free lottery draw for HS subscribers 
ς ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ .ƛōōȅΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪΣ The Bullingham 
Bequest (find out how to subscribe at page five). 

Inside this issue, Young Humanists Ambassador Ronnie Barr 
reflects on a difficult year for young people and Amelie 
Forbes explains how and why she became a vegetarian.  

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ included an article about a meeting with the 
late, lamented Barbara Windsor written by Bedfordshire 
Humanist Cathy Moorhouse who, as a BBC executive, 
lunched with Barbara and was impressed by her humanity 
and sense of humour.  Plus contributions on our letters 
page from Dorset Humanist Chris Smith (about the quality 
of HSύΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘǎΩ wƻȊ aŜǊŎŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǎƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǊŎǳǎ wŀǎƘŦƻǊŘΩǎ dad.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ a controversial piece from Aaron about Boris 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƻǾƛŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
thought-provoking, so do tell us what you think. There is 
also a page for adverts: now we ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴȅ 
potential advertisers yet, but we will. In the meantime, if 
you have anything you want to sell yourself, do get in touch 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ΨaŀƎƎƛŜΩǎ aǳǎƛƴƎǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ are as ever 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƛǎƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ 
which is more than just about cats! 

Finally, we have a full and frank interview with Humanists 
¦YΩǎ /9h !ƴŘǊŜǿ Copson who has a New ̧ ŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
for all of our wonderful readers. So what more can I say? 
Except that the whole team here wishes you the happiest 
Winterval possible in these difficult times. So read on, 
aŀŎ5ǳŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ 2021. 
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BREAKING NEWS 

125th birthday 
approaching 

Did you 
ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ Ψу 
±ŀƭǳŜǎΩ 
booklet? 

Are you a member of Humanists UK? 
An exciting milestone is approaching and in case 
you are one of those persons hovering on the 
sidelines we thought we would give you a nudge 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻǎǘ 
anything. Click image below: 

As you are probably aware, if you're a regular to 
ƻǳǊ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
Humanism exists whereas Humanists UK has the 
strategic view, influencing government and 
national institutions. Together, these two 
approaches join up and support one another. 
 

Information broadcasting is an expensive 
business and thus Humanists UK have a paid 
staff and raise money through memberships and 
donations, but you can also donate, be a 
supporter, a volunteer or just help in other 
ways. 
 

Why not get on board to celebrate this massive 
milestone in Humanist history, and help be a 
part of the next chapter moving forwards. 
 

https://humanism.org.uk/support-us/ 
 
 

We were immensely proud to release our 
Cw99.L9 ŜȄǘǊŀ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ 
Humanistically Speaking: From Atheism to 
Humanism: A Compact Guide to 8 
Humanist Values. Inspired by many, 
written by David Warden with an afterword 
by Executive Editor David Brittain, and 
designed by Aaron Darkwood, this 22-page 
booklet will help to answer those perennial 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άLΩƳ ŀƴ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘΣ ǿƘȅ 
ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ IǳƳŀƴƛǎƳΚέΦ Let us know what 
you think, and then share it with everyone.  
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It is our AIM to get this into print during 
this year, and into those places where 
internet may not be available or viable. 
Prisons and hospitals are our key focus. 
Would groups be interested in buying 
copies? The more we can order the lower 
we can get the price. EMAIL us with your 
desired quantity - no commitment at this 
stage - and we will report back. 

Celebrating 
125 years  
1896 -2021  

https://humanism.org.uk/support-us/
https://humanism.org.uk/support-us/
https://humanism.org.uk/support-us/
https://humanism.org.uk/support-us/
http://dorset.humanist.org.uk/dorset/From Atheism to Humanism - 8 Values.pdf
mailto:humanistically.speaking@gmail.com


Page 4 

BREAKING NEWS 

Humanistically Speaking is created by unpaid 
volunteers, yet we do incur some costs and 
ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ƻǳƭŘ 
you make a voluntary donation by Standing 
Order from just £1.00 a month? Or a one-off 
ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΚ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ōŀƴƪ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
and let you surprise us. Please use HS 
DONATION as the reference.  
Account name: Basingstoke Humanists 

Sort 30 98 97 ς Acc 33031168 
 

Å Running Costs 
Å Technology upgrades 
Å Leaflet printing 
Å Travel expenses 

Like What We Do?  Help Fund Us! 

Humanistically Speaking is for humanist groups included in the South Central 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴƛǎǘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΧ but our readership is growing beyond this boundary 

Photogenic, socially- 
ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǎǘǎΧ 
Three key members of the Humanistically 
Speaking editorial crew (Aaron, David and 
Ronnie) were requested to stand as models 
during a drizzly day in December as students 
from Arts University Bournemouth wanted to 
capture our essence! They had already 
photographed members of faith communities 
and now it was our turn. Kept at Covid-distant 
spacing, we were positioned in a damp 
ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǎŜŘΧ 

!ǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΧΚ 

Jan Apr Jun 

Aug Oct Dec 

See how far we have come from our 2020 
original back issues of below. 


