
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of our 
events programme which, as always, 
includes stimulating presentations 
and discussions with a great line-up 
of guest speakers. In this programme 
we cover subjects as diverse as the 
economics of inequality, humanism 
in the plays of Arthur Miller and 
Tennessee Williams, and an 
exploration into the religious cults of 
Scientology and Mormonism.  

We are also looking forward to welcoming our special guest 
Professor A. C. Grayling to address our 2015 Darwin Day 
celebration.  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend our public events so if you 
enjoy discussing some or all of these topics with like-minded 
people please come along.  Our members and visitors are 
people with lively minds who want to learn, explore, discuss 
and debate, while ensuring our society is guided by sound 
values based on reason, evidence and compassion. We hope 
finding a group such as ours will also be a source of great 
friendship and fun!  
 

If you like what we do, and share our aims and values, please 
consider annual membership, which helps support our group 
and enables you to participate in determining future group 
activities, vote on constitutional issues, and elect committee 
members. 

 

David Warden  
Chairman, Dorset Humanists 
 
 

About Dorset Humanists… 
 

We provide a forum for lively debate and discussion about a 
wide range of topics including science, philosophy, religion, 
psychology, politics, and ethical and environmental issues.  
We raise awareness of and make charitable donations to 
worthwhile causes at home and abroad.    
 

We are a Partner of the British Humanist Association which 
campaigns against discrimination and privilege based on 
religious belief. We are also a member of the National 
Secular Society which works towards a secular society. Our 
trained and accredited humanist celebrants are available to 
meet your needs for non-religious ceremonies and funerals.  
Look out for details in our monthly bulletins of additional 
events of interest including lunches and pub discussion 
evenings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Free Entry! 
 

Unless otherwise stated, entry to all events in this 
programme is free to members and non-members alike, 
although we do appreciate an optional small donation of 

around £2 towards venue hire. 
 
 

Parking 
 

Moordown Community Centre: Free on-site parking, 
including parking for Disabled Badge Holders.  
Additional roadside parking available nearby. 

 

Green House Hotel: Limited parking onsite. The Green House 
Hotel can also be accessed from Gervis Road which is well lit 

and has roadside parking available. 
 
 

Refreshments 
 

Refreshments can be purchased in Moordown Community 
Centre café and the Green House Hotel bar.  

 
 

Mailing List 
 

To receive our free monthly bulletins and regular updates, 
enter your email details on the website, or email us. 

 
 

Website:          www.dorsethumanists.co.uk 
 

Facebook:         Dorset Humanists 
 

Meetup:         meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists 
 

Email:           chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk 

 
 

Annual Membership £12 (Students £5) 
 

For an information pack and membership details, phone 
07910 886629 or see website. 

 
 

Ceremonies 
 

BHA-trained Humanist celebrants are available to meet your 
needs for non-religious weddings and funerals.  

Please contact us, or check the ‘Ceremonies’ page on our 
website for further details. 

 
 

Information 
 

Please check our monthly bulletin and/or website for 
any changes to this programme. The bulletin is 

published on our website and can also be posted or 
emailed to you. 

Presentations usually last around 90 minutes.   
The views expressed by speakers are their own and 

not necessarily those of Dorset Humanists. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Atheists and Agnostics for a Better World’ 
 

DDoorrsseett  HHuummaanniissttss  
 
 

EEvveennttss  
PPrrooggrraammmmee  

 
 
 

Oct 2014 – February 2015 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFrreeee  EEnnttrryy!! 

to all events unless otherwise stated 
 
 
 
 

SKEPTICAL ENQUIRY – ETHICS – HUMAN RIGHTS – DEMOCRACY 
ATHEISM – SCIENCE – ENVIRONMENT – SECULARISM 

 
 
 V1.17 

http://www.dorsethumanists.co.uk
mailto:chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk


 

 

Wednesday 22nd October 7.30pm      ^Green House Hotel 
 

Capitalism and Inequality 

 

Economist Douglas Lock 
 

In this talk, Douglas Lock will be presenting key ideas from 
French economist Thomas Piketty’s surprise bestseller, 

‘Capital in the Twenty-First Century’. Piketty specialises in 
economic inequality, and the central claim of this latest book 
of his is that inequality in the world’s most advanced capitalist 
countries has been increasing for at least 30 years, and will 
continue to do so unless we take corrective action. He also 

demolishes the persistent myth that we’re living in a 
meritocracy in which great wealth is earned and deserved, 

and he claims growing inequality makes democracy 
unsustainable. Hailed by many progressives as an economic 
messiah, Piketty's ambitious goal is to change the way wealth 

is distributed. Among his controversial proposals are an 80 
percent tax rate on the very highest earners, not to raise 

money for education or welfare, as he does not expect such a 
tax to bring in much revenue, but simply 'to put an end to 

such extreme incomes'. Come along to hear Douglas explain 
the economic ideas that have taken the world by storm, and 

made Piketty an international celebrity. 
 

 

Saturday 8th November 2.00pm                       **Moordown 
 

Create your own Cult: the 
Scientology Way 

 

Martin Poulter 
 

Scientology has been described in the United States as 
“ruthless, litigious and lucrative” and in this country as 
“corrupt, sinister and dangerous”, yet it has gained the 

approval of many A-list Hollywood celebrities, and 
accumulated enormous quantities of money. Thanks to the 
internet, it now faces unprecedented global opposition, but 

how did it all begin? Martin Poulter has been keeping a close 
watch on L. Ron Hubbard’s secretive cult since 1995 when he 
was threatened with legal action over Scientology material he 
had posted online, and in this presentation he’ll be analysing, 

with humour and insight, its beginnings and development. 
Martin will reveal its recruitment methods and many of its 

disturbing secrets, and will also provide us with a checklist of 
useful points to keep in mind if you ever decide you’d like to 

create your own successful and highly lucrative cult! 
Martin has a Philosophy and Psychology degree from Oxford 

University and a PhD in Philosophy from the University of 
Bristol. He is a key figure in Bristol Skeptics and his current 

main interest is in promoting critical and scientific thinking. He 
also gives talks on cognitive and social psychology. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday 26th November 7.30pm   ^Green House Hotel 
 

The American Nightmare 
Heroic Failure in the drama of  

Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller 
 

John Hubbard 
 

Contributing many of the best plays to the ‘golden decades’ of 
American theatre, Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller are 
regularly chosen by both theatre critics and the public as the 
two greatest American playwrights of all time. The longevity 

of interest in their plays is testimony to their ability to seek out 
the most interesting themes from American life and to find the 
best dramatic means of presenting them. In this talk, focusing 

on Death of a Salesman, All My Sons, A Streetcar Named 
Desire and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, John Hubbard will share 

his passion and enthusiasm for these two playwrights, 
suggesting they use the elusiveness of idealised personal 

success to depict a deeper and more complex humanity than 
that allowed for in the 'American Dream'. The ‘failings’ of 
many of their characters, as measured against American 

aspirational culture, makes them rounded tragic figures with 
whom we can fully sympathise. We expect a highly enjoyable 

evening for devotees of these works, as well as a great 
introduction for those coming to them for the first time. 
John has taught English and Drama at Bournemouth 

grammar schools over the last twenty-five years, and been a 
course tutor for the U3A. 

 

 

Saturday 13th December 2.00pm                      **Moordown 
 

Developing Positive Humanism in 
Humanist Schools in Uganda 

 

Steve & Hilary Hurd 
 

A third of Uganda’s population live in severe poverty. Belief in 
witchcraft, demonic possession and pseudoscience is 

widespread, and the country has been identified as the 
world’s most dangerous place to live if you are gay. Against 

this backdrop of superstitious beliefs and religious bigotry, the 
Uganda Humanist Schools Trust was established to support 

three secondary schools offering liberal secular-humanist 
education in impoverished rural communities, providing 

otherwise-unattainable education for children growing up 
without electricity, sanitation, or running water, many of whom 

are orphans. The schools aim to provide an education that 
respects freedom of thought and expression, rational 

scientific enquiry, human rights, gender and racial equality, 
and that attains high levels of achievement and social 

responsibility. Join us to discover the remarkable story of 
these inspirational schools and their achievements. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday 10th January 2.00pm                         **Moordown 
 

Humanism, Politics and our Future 
 

Professor Greg Claeys 
 

Are you fed up with bankers’ bonuses, corporate giants 
evading tax, unaffordable housing, and incompetent 

government? In preparation for the May 2015 general 
election, Greg Claeys will be considering the policies of our 

political parties and how well they correspond with our 
secular humanist tradition of working for a better world.  
Greg has extensively researched and written about the 

development of modern political thought, including an in-
depth exploration of mankind’s various attempts to envision 

an ideal society, and will be drawing inspiration from 
reformers such as socialist Robert Owen, human rights 
pioneer Thomas Paine, and libertarian John Stuart Mill.  

Greg is Professor of the History of Political Thought at Royal 
Holloway, University of London and is a popular speaker on 

both humanist themes and politics. 
 

 

Wednesday 28th January 7.30pm         ^Green House Hotel 
 

Escaping from Mormonism 
 

Ben Taylor 
 

Founded in the 1820s by Joseph Smith, a gifted opportunist 
with a talent for creating self-serving revelations, the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (aka ‘the Mormons’) 
demands strict obedience from its adherents, and controls 

almost every aspect of their daily lives. Former Mormon Ben 
Taylor will be sharing his personal experiences of being 

raised as a devout believer in this secretive cult, revealing 
how he spent most of his adolescence being routinely 

questioned about his ‘sexual purity’ by bishops, parents and 
peers. He was also obliged to knock on countless doors with 
Mormon missionaries, tithe at least ten per cent of his income 
to the church, and shun ‘apostates’. At the age of nineteen he 

greatly expanded his horizons by joining the army, with his 
military duties having included the changing of the guard 

at Buckingham Palace and a tour of Afghanistan. 
 

 

Thursday 12th February 5.30pm                               $$BNSS 
 

The Difference that Darwin has Made 
 

Professor A. C. Grayling 
 

Renowned humanist philosopher A.C.Grayling will be our 
special guest at this year’s Darwin Day celebration. Professor 

Grayling’s talk will be followed by light refreshments. 
For tickets and information contact Lyn on 01202 558763. 

DH members £2.00; Non-members £4.00; On the door £5.00. 
 

Please check our monthly bulletin and/or website for any late changes to this programme  $$Bournemouth Natural Science Society, 39 Christchurch Rd, Bournemouth BH1 3NS 
 

**Moordown Community Centre, Coronation Avenue, Moordown, Bournemouth BH9 1TW                              ^The Green House Hotel, 4 Grove Road Bournemouth BH1 3AX 
 


