At Dorset Humanists, we love to explore
what it means to be human and how to
make the most of our one life on this
beautiful planet. Humanism is the default
worldview of most people who do not
worship mythical gods. At Dorset
Humanists, we aim to raise awareness of
what this means for us in our everyday
lives as we try to understand and address
humanity's challenges, both as individuals
and as societies.

Dorset Humanists is a community of people with an interest in
the humanist approach to life. We’re a partner of Humanists
UK, an associate member of Humanists International, and a
group member of the National Secular Society. We’ve been a
positive presence in Bournemouth and beyond for nearly
thirty years. Our events programme is varied and stimulating.
hope you will find topics and activities to interest you.

Everyone is welcome to attend our public events free of
charge but we usually ask for a donation of around £3.00 to
help cover our costs. If you support our aims (principally to
represent and inform people about humanism understood as
an ethical, non-religious worldview) we also invite you to
support us with an annual and very affordable subscription,
and also to join Humanists UK which is a separate but kindred
organisation.

If you would like to be kept up to date with all of our news
simply visit our website and subscribe to our monthly bulletin,
or leave your contact details at the desk.

We look forward to seeing you.
David Warden

Chairman of Dorset Humanists
Editor of Humanistically Speaking magazine
Honorary Member of Humanists UK

Joining is easy and affordable!

Dorset Humanists is recognised as a charity by the Inland
Revenue (EW10227) and funded entirely by voluntary
donations. If you enjoy our events and share our aims and
values, please join us for a very affordable £15 pa (students
£5). Members get special discounts on selected events and
more say in how we develop in the future. To join us, pick up a
membership form at one of our meetings, phone 07910
886629, or see our website.

Free Entry
Unless otherwise stated, entry to all events in this programme
is free to members and non-members alike, although we do
appreciate an optional small donation of around £3.00 towards
costs. Courses may attract an initial booking fee.

Parking
Moordown: Free on-site parking, including parking for
Disabled Badge Holders. Additional roadside parking available
nearby. West Cliff Hotel: Two hotel car parks with charges.
There’s also quite good roadside parking nearby.

Refreshments
Can be purchased in Moordown Community Centre café and
the West Cliff Hotel bar.

Mailing List
To receive our free monthly bulletins and regular updates,
enter your email details on the website, or leave your email
address at the desk.

Ceremonies
Accredited humanist celebrants are available to meet your
needs for non-religious weddings, namings and funerals.
Please see our website or leaflets on ceremonies.

Lending Library
We have a humanist lending library at Moordown Community
Centre. Please browse and borrow books and remember to
bring them back the following month.

Information
Please check our monthly bulletin and/or Meetup.com site for
any changes to this programme. Talks usually last around 50
minutes plus Q&A. The views expressed by speakers are their
own and not necessarily those of Dorset Humanists.

Dogs
Only assistance dogs trained to support a disability are
permitted at our speaker events. Dogs are welcome on our
walks.

Venue addresses

Moordown Community Centre Coronation Avenue, BH9 1TW

Bournemouth West Cliff Hotel 7 Durley Chine Rd,
Bournemouth BH2 5JS

Moon in the Square 4-8 Exeter Rd, Bournemouth BH2 5AQ
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Farewell Rituals: what can we learn

from global funeral traditions?
Simon Whipple
Saturday 11t October 2.00pm Moordown

Societies across the world mark the deaths of their members
in many different ways. Funerals serve two purposes — they
help the bereaved to accept the loss of their loved one, and
they often appeal to a divine being to grant favour to the
person who has died. In this interactive talk, Simon will
describe some of the enormous variety of funeral customs
that can be found in different cultures across the world. Then
we’ll break into small groups to consider which customs our
secular society might adopt in order to improve our
experience when someone we care about dies.

Why Remember the Dead?

Remembrance across cultures
Simon Whipple
Saturday 8t November 2.00pm Moordown

The first mass Remembrance Day was held on 11th November
1919, honouring the 744,000 British soldiers, sailors and airmen
who died in the First World War. Over the past century, the day
has changed in many ways but remains a powerful symbol of
collective memory. Remembering the dead is important across
cultures, each finding unique ways to preserve memory. In this
interactive talk, Simon Whipple will explore global traditions and
invite us to discuss whether, in a secular society, we still wish to
remember the dead — and in particular, whether we should
continue marking Remembrance Sunday.

Why Do We Laugh? Yuletide special

Barry Newman
Saturday 13t December 2.00pm Moordown

Why do humans laugh, and what does humour reveal about
us? Join us for a festive exploration of laughter across history
and cultures — from the ancient world and the Renaissance to
the jokes we share today. We'll dip into philosophy, enjoy a
light-hearted look at cultural differences, and round off with a
friendly joke competition to vote for the funniest. Bring your
best joke! Seasonal cheer guaranteed — with mince pies and
mulled wine and some seasonal songs around the piano.

Barry Newman leads our school visiting team and he has given
us informative and entertaining talks in the past including
science, beauty, and the NHS.

Compass

Third Sunday walks

Full details on Meetup.com

No walks are currently scheduled but please keep an eye on
our Meetup site for details.

If you are an experienced walk leader and would like to
suggest an accessible and tested walk of around 6 miles in
the Bournemouth/Purbeck/New Forest areas then please
get in touch with David on 07910 886629.

Eight consecutive Tuesday evenings at
Moordown Centre from 23rd September

Compass is our new eight-week series of discussion exploring
how humanist ideas can help us live well and flourish. Each
week we take up a theme such as friendship, meaning,
values, or character strengths, combining short presentations
with lively discussion and practical reflection. The course
draws on philosophy, psychology, and lived experience,
aiming to provide participants with guidance for navigating
life without religion.

The Autumn course is now fully subscribed, but please speak
to David if you are interested in late availability or future
opportunities to take part.

First Thursday pub socials

= Details on Meetup.com
Social

Our pub social is on the first Thursday of the month at Moon in
the Square. Hosted by Dean Robertson or Lyn Glass. We usually
find a table on the ground floor on the right-hand side as you
enter. No set agenda. Just turn up and chat! Food is available
and drinks are reasonably priced. From 7.30pm until whenever
you like. Thursday 2nd October 2025, Thursday 6th November
2025, Thursday 4th December 2025. Please check on Meetup.

Getting There: the heyday of the

ocean liner in the twentieth century
John Hubbard
Wednesday 26" November 7.30pm West Cliff

In this fifth talk in his series on human achievement John will
explore the evolution of the extraordinary engineering and
design of the ocean liners that transported people across the
globe in the era before mass air travel. He will also consider
how these great ships reflected the ambitions and also the
rigidities of the societies which they served, and the manner in
which they have laid the foundations for the modern world of
passenger seafaring. John is a retired teacher of English and
drama.

Third Friday hotel socials
Details on Meetup.com

If you're less keen on venturing into the town centre, why not
come along to the West Cliff Hotel on a Friday evening to enjoy
friendly conversation and drinks in the hotel bar? These socials
are hosted by committee member Sandra Lucie-Smith. Please
note that bar prices are a bit higher than Wetherspoons.

Friday 17th October 2025 7.30pm, Friday 21st November 2025
7.30pm. Please check on Meetup nearer the time.

Details correct at the time of printing. Please check the latest bulletin and especially Meetup.com for any changes to this programme.



