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Saturday 12th September online event 
Join us on Zoom at 1.30pm for friendly chat. 
Talk starts at 2pm. Click here or enter ID 
and password:  
Meeting ID: 833 8220 4492 
Passcode: 141499 

The National Secular 
Society 

A talk by Alastair Lichten 
who will provide us with a 
broad update of the 
National Secular Society’s 
work and campaigning in 
the time of coronavirus; 
from faith schools and 
educational resources to 

reform of religious education, and from 
challenging unregistered schools to 
coercive worship and inappropriate 
evangelism in schools. There will be a good 
amount of time for questions and 
discussion.  

Alastair is the Society's head of education. 
He joined the NSS in 2014 to work on a 
variety of their campaigns before focusing 
on education and he 
currently coordinates the 
‘No More Faith Schools’ 
campaign. 

Dorset Humanists is an 
associate group of the 
National Secular Society.  

 
 

 Saturday 19th September 2.30-4.30pm 
46 North Road, Poole, BH14 0LY (near to 
the Civic roundabout and Poole Park) 

‘End of Summer’ Picnic 
Cathy Silman has invited us to enjoy the 
end of the summer in her garden. Tea and 
cakes will be provided but please bring your 
own take-away cups. Please feel free to 
bring your own additional snacks and 
refreshments.  

Please follow all health and safety 
guidelines. Please do not attend if you are 
or have been unwell. Hand sanitizer will be 
provided on arrival and during the event. 
Some chairs are available but if possible 
please bring your own. A full risk 
assessment for this event is available on 
request.  

Numbers are limited to 25 so please 
register your attendance via Meetup or 
contact Cathy Silman and provide your 
contact details for track and trace and also 
in case we need to cancel due to rain. 

07817 695615 
 catherinesilman311@btinternet.com 

Sept 2020 

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83382204492?pwd=dm10MkIrazRpcys4MVExQTZldnJwdz09
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/events/272910855/?isFirstPublish=true
mailto:catherinesilman311@btinternet.com
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 Sunday 20th September 7.00pm 
The Pavilion, Residents’ Gardens, Highfield, 
Southampton SO17 1QU. Strictly limited 
spaces. Email tonirolles@yahoo.com for 
availability.  

George Jacob 
Holyoake: The Life of 
a Great Victorian 
Humanist 

A talk by David Warden for South Hants 
Humanists. George Holyoake's name is 
usually associated with the founding of 
secularism, but in this talk David will argue 
that the type of secularism he had in mind is 
closer to what we call Humanism today. He 
was jailed for six months for blasphemy at 
the age of twenty-five and spent the rest of 
his long life fighting for freedom of speech, 
freedom of the press, morality without 
religion, and the co-operative movement. In 
his eighties, he became chairman of the 
newly formed Rationalist Press 
Association. David has given talks to South 
Hants Humanists before on The Life of 
Bertrand Russell and Twentieth Century 
Humanism.  

 

 Saturday 10th October 2.00pm  
Join us on Zoom at 1.30pm for friendly chat. 
Talk starts at 2pm. Zoom details will be 
published on our Meetup site.  

Changing the 
World for the 
Better 
A talk by Zion Lights. Zion 

is Director of Environmental Progress UK. 
She is a passionate science advocate and 
environmental journalist who wants to help 
to change the world for the better. The 
focus of her talk will be evidence-based 
solutions to the world's problems including 
nuclear power, smart transport options for 
the future, and how ten billion people can 
live sustainably on one planet.    

In 2019 Zion Lights was a coordinator 
in Extinction Rebellion UK’s Media & 
Messaging team, and founded its 
newspaper, The Hourglass. She appeared 
on BBC World News, The Andrew Neil 
Show, Politics Live, Good Morning Britain, 
and many other TV and radio programmes 
as an XR spokesperson. She is the author 
of The Ultimate Guide to Green 
Parenting (2018) and the forthcoming Zero 
Waste Kids, with Rob Greenfield. 

In 2020 Zion took up the position of Director 
of Environmental Progress UK to campaign 
for nuclear power. She has an MSc in 
Science Communication from The 
University of the West of England (UWE).  



 Virtual Coffee Morning Tuesday 11am 
Every Tuesday online until further notice. 
Enjoy lively conversation over tea or coffee 
at our online coffee morning. Our events 
have an international flavour with visitors 
from Cardiff and New York! 

https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/  

 David Warden 07910 886629 

 
 Virtual Pub Quiz Thursday 7.30pm 

Every Thursday online until further notice. 
Pour yourself a beer or a glass of wine from 
the comfort and safety of your own home, 
click on the link, and join our quiz! Quiz 
topics have included Thomas Hardy, Prime 
Ministers, Star trek, local landmarks, music, 
science, and much more! You don’t have to 
be a brainbox to attend – it’s just a bit of 
light-hearted fun.  

https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/  

Join our ‘Meetup’ group 
Please take this opportunity to join our page 
on ‘Meetup’ where we post details for all of 
our online events. Please also take this 
opportunity to register with Zoom so that 
you can easily join our online events. You 
can sign up for free.  

www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists  

https://zoom.us/ 

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/
https://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists/
http://www.meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists
https://zoom.us/
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Dorset Humanists 
Pastoral Team 
Please contact our pastoral team if you 
need help or would just like a friendly chat. 
Our pastoral team members are:  

Cathy Silman ‒ Secretary of Dorset 
Humanists and a Citizens’ Advice Bureaux 
advisor. Tel: 07817 695615 

Susan Bryson ‒ A member of Dorset 
Humanists committee and an experienced 
therapeutic counsellor. Tel: 07980 276234 

David Warden – Chairman of Dorset 
Humanists and a qualified therapeutic 
counsellor. Mobile: 07910 886629 

Terry Scurr: The End! 
Terry’s epic virtual 
journey from Poole 
to John O’Groats 
smashed through 
his target to raise 
money for Macmillan 
Cancer Support 

 

“After 22 weeks, walking 704.4 miles back 
and forth across the lounge, three 
bedrooms, the hallway and the kitchen, 
taken 1,647,906 steps, having shed 10 
unwanted lbs, dealt with dozens of emails 
and having £1635 in the coffers of 
Macmillan Cancer Care, the aim has been 
achieved. Some kind people have 
expressed concern over the condition of our 
carpets. I’m pleased to report that they don’t 
appear to have suffered unduly. I can’t say 
the same for the soft shoes that I used for 
most of the journey but they weren’t in the 
best shape even at the beginning. 

Thanks to those who made generous 
donations – both named and anonymously, 
making all the effort worthwhile. And to my 
wife Maureen for her vegetarian cooking 
and limitless supply of decaf coffee. And to 
those who have supported me with their 
emails of encouragement.” 

Hearty Congratulations to Terry from Dorset 
Humanists!  

The State of our Planet 
and its Wildlife 

Emeritus Professor Norman Maclean, 
Patron of Humanists UK and Deputy Chair 
of South Hants Humanists, spoke about the 
extinction crisis at our August event. This is 
an edited transcript of his talk. The full-
length video can be watched on our 
YouTube channel. The image above shows 
Norman with a trilobite fossil.  

'm currently editing a multi-authored book 
entitled The Living Planet: The State of 
the World’s Wildlife (to be published 

2021) and so I’d like to share with your 
some of the ideas that have come out of 
editing that book. There are about twenty 
chapters and about twenty-five authors.  

I think the first thing to emphasise is where 
we are now. We are in the middle of a great 
extinction. Unlike previous extinctions this is 
caused by human activity and it’s been 
going on for about 10,000 years. If you think 
of our relationships on the plains of Africa 
where we evolved, people began to hunt 
other animals for food and one of the first 
extinctions was the mammoths. People 

trapped them and fired 
arrows at them and 
brought them down for 
meat until they were 
extinct. So this has 
been going on for a very 
long time. There’s a 
rather good book that 
I’d like to mention called 
The Sixth Extinction 
(2015) by Elizabeth 
Kolbert. She did a lot of 

work on finding out what the state of play is 
right now and where the animals and plants 
were that are becoming extinct.  

I 

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/
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Now of course this is not the first extinction. 
The dinosaurs become extinct about 65 
million years ago as a result of what seems 
to have been an asteroid plunging into what 
has become the Gulf of Mexico. Their 
extinction was almost complete. The 
alligators and crocodiles were dinosaurs 
and they have survived. And birds which 
emerged from the dinosaurs also survived. 
But there have been extinctions before that. 
The Permian Extinction [approximately 
252 million years ago] when the sea 
warmed up and that led to about ninety per 
cent of all marine animals dying out. One of 
those animals, very plentiful at the time, 
was the trilobite.  

So I thought we might share some ideas as 
to how current human activity is causing the 
decline of animals and plants. There are 
about eight factors which are important 
such as overfishing the oceans because of 
modern technology enabling the fisherman 
to see where the shoals of fish are, 
deforestation which is now widespread, the 
replacement of rainforest by for example oil 
palms in Indonesia, agricultural 
intensification has been a major problem. 

You’ll remember the 
book by Rachel Carson 
called Silent Spring 
(1962) for which she 
was given the US 
medal of freedom. In 
that book she 
emphasised the 
destruction that DDT 
was causing. Intensive 
farming involves the 
application of fertilizer 

and pesticides of different kinds and that 
tends to result in a sort of monoculture such 
as a field of wheat with no weeds or animals 
farmed indoors rather than out of doors. So 
all of these factors are having an influence.  

Our own population has continued to 
increase and our imprint on the planet is 
very substantial. That goes along with 
industrial spread, the spread of roads and 
railway systems and the pollution which 
comes as a result.  

“I sometimes say to myself that I'm 
not a very good humanist because 

I know that instead of placing faith 
in God one tries to place faith in 
human activity and the way in 
which we’re able to live our lives to 
the best ideals we know, but one 
has to recognise that our human 
activity has involved ownership of 
the planet and we haven’t made a 
very good job of that.” 

Let’s go back in time now and think about 
the evolution of life on Earth. Life on Earth 
evolved very soon after the conditions on 
Earth permitted it to evolve. There was a lot 
of water and the temperature of the water 
was moderate. Whenever those conditions 
were met early bacteria seem to have 
evolved and they were the first organisms. 
The original bacteria were anaerobic, that 
is, they didn’t depend on oxygen. They 
depended on other gases for their metabolic 
activity but a new class of bacteria evolved 
very quickly called cyanobacteria which 
were able to photosynthesise. They 
produced sugar and starch as a result of 
harnessing the activity of the Sun. It also 
meant they gave off oxygen as a waste 
product. And that was the first time that 
oxygen became available on planet Earth. 
The original anaerobic organisms would 
have been killed by oxygen, but then a new 
group of animals evolved which used 
oxygen as a metabolic agent. So all life on 
Earth now is aerobic.  

Supercontinents of 200 million years ago. 
South America, Africa and India, before 
they drifted apart, can be identified.  

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/
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The other interesting thing to consider is 
how the land masses of the Earth evolved. 
At one point there were huge tectonic plates 
joined together and one of these was called 
Gondwanaland. And that consisted of 
Africa, India, Australia, and South America. 
Something that was on Gondwanaland is 
now in my garden – it’s a shrub called 
Euchryphia (image above). Why am I telling 
you about this? Because it now occurs on 
the southern tip of South America and the 
southern tip of Australia. And that’s known 
as a Gondwanaland distribution. It clearly 
existed on Gondwanaland and that is how it 
ended up in these two quite different places.  

We might now think about the present state 
of the planet. How many species of animals 
and plants are there? It’s almost impossible 
to count the number of different species of 
bacteria, but if we ignore them the answer is 
about thirty million and most of those are 
insects. It’s very difficult to determine how 
many insects there are but we’ve lived 
through a period of enormous insect 
decline. If you’re as old as I am, mid-
eighties, I can remember when I first 
learned to drive a car, my car like all cars 
was fitted with a little plastic device on the 
front of the bonnet to ensure that my 
windscreen was not splattered with insects. 
It deflected them. That problem has gone 
away because of the enormous decline in 
insects brought about by the use of 
insecticides.  

I don’t like giving talks that are overly 
negative but most of the story about the 
world’s wildlife at the moment is a negative 
one. There are many more species that are 

declining than are recovering or increasing 
in number. But let’s look at the balance. 
There are some positive stories, for 
example about whales. The period of 
intensive whaling for meat and oil has now 
mostly stopped apart from Japan and a bit 
in Norway. And in Greenland the Inuit are 
allowed to kill local whales for meat. This 
has led to a wonderful response by most 
species of whales. Whale watching, such as 
grey whale migration on the American west 
coast, has almost replaced whale killing. 
The grey whales even seem to enjoy being 
stroked by the whale watchers in boats.  

“Some other good news is the 
tiger in India which was almost 
poached to extinction until about 
fifteen years ago has recovered 
substantially – the number is now 
in the low thousands and going up 
by a few hundred every year.”  

Through our ingenuity, we’ve also been 
able to reintroduce animals and plants 
which were very rare such as the 
Californian Condor and the Hawaiian 
Goose. Red Kites and White-tailed Eagles 
are being restored throughout much of 
England, and Sea Eagles in the Isle of 
Wight.  

 

Another good news story is the recovery of 
the large blue butterfly (above). It was 
almost extinct on the chalk downs of Dorset 
and parts of the West Country. A team of 
researchers discovered that it was 
dependent on a species of ant. At first, they 
kept people out of the reserves where they 
had reintroduced the ant but they found that 

How did Euchryphia get to South America 
and Australia?  

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/


 

Send bulletin updates to chairman@dorsethumanists.co.uk                             HMRC Charities Ref No EW10227 

 dorsethumanists.co.uk    @dorsethumanists    Dorset Humanists   meetup.com/Dorset-Humanists 

the butterflies did better if they let people in. 
They found this was because people 
trample on the ground where the ants were, 
making the ground warmer and better for 
the ants.  

So there are good stories as well as bad 
stories. Many reintroductions have been 
good but there’s also a downside. We have 
accidentally introduced harmful plants and 
animals across the world such as New 
Zealand which introduced opossums from 
Australia and they have turned out to be 
very destructive. Rats and mice have come 
off ships across the world and they are 
often predatory on other animals. Gorse has 
become a major problem in New Zealand – 
huge areas which have been taken over by 
it. The same is true of the water hyacinth 
which is beautiful but it has become a 
terrible invasive weed over much of the 
world. One of the few animals that enjoys it 
is the hippo.  

The present situation is a balance. Some 
species are doing well. Many are not doing 
well. The hope is that in the future we’ll take 
better care of the planet.  

Summer Picnic in 
Bransgore with Sir 
Desmond Swayne MP 
On a slightly drizzly but very enjoyable 
evening in August at the home of Simon 
Whipple our guest speaker was the Rt Hon 
Sir Desmond Swayne TD VR1. He has been 
MP for New Forest West since 1997. He 
was Parliamentary Private Secretary to 
David Cameron and Minister of State for 
International Development. He was 
knighted in 2016 for political and 
Parliamentary service. A video of his talk is 
available on our YouTube channel.  

hank you for that comprehensive 
welcome and for your hospitality. It’s a 
great pleasure to be here. Ladies and 

gentleman, or ‘comrades’ as I prefer to call 
you [laughter], the first work of political 

                                                 

1 Territorial Decoration, Volunteer Reservists 

philosophy I read was Friedrich Hayek’s 
Road to Serfdom (1944) followed by his 
more substantial tome, The Constitution of 
Liberty (1960). There’s a chapter towards 

the back of the book entitled ‘Why I am Not 
a Conservative’. And it was on reading that 
that I realised that I am a conservative and 
not a libertarian. I have the fondest regard 
for the libertarian streak in my party that 
comes principally from the liberal unionists 
that joined it and with a tradition going back 
to the Whigs. But I am not myself from that 
stable. I consider myself a Church and 
Queen Tory. If I had a philosophy it could 
not be more antithetical to Humanism than 
the one I hold [good humoured laughter]. So 
it will be interesting to see whether we can 
have any practical common ground 
however much we might differ in terms of 
philosophy.  

My philosophy is this. It’s the biblical one. 
The radical depravity of man that can only 
be addressed by the initiative of our Creator 
in his redemptive work. Nothing could be 
more different than a humanist appreciation 
of the dignity of humanity and the possibility 
of progress. Nevertheless, I conduct a 
surgery weekly and people come to see me 
with all sorts of problems. And whilst I 
attach great importance to liberty I attach 
even greater importance, perhaps, to order. 
A disproportionate amount of my time is 
spent dealing with neighbour disputes 
where people’s liberty is unrestrained to the 
extent that they are careless or thoughtless 
with respect to their neighbour’s right to 
enjoy their property. But worse. For a 

T 

Sir Desmond holding forth at our summer picnic 

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/
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significant proportion of people it’s almost 
as if they set out to make their neighbour’s 
lives a misery. And that imbues me with a 
desire to see the state take firm action to 
maintain order. That in the words of 
Cranmer’s Prayer Book, we might be ‘godly 
and quietly governed’. A concept almost 
tested to destruction during the 
Commonwealth that ran from the early 
1640s to about 1660 with Cromwell turning 
round in despair and asking ‘If I were to arm 
one in ten would that be enough?’. It wasn’t 
enough. Perhaps he should have ditched 
the godly bit and stuck with the quietly bit - 
order.  

But if you accept as I do that there has to be 
a significant power in the state to restrain 
our liberty in order to ensure good order 
what is the mechanism by which we 
maintain the balance? I put it to you that the 
mechanism is rather obvious. It’s consent. 
And let’s just test that principle against that 
issue of which I have acquired a certain 
notoriety in recent weeks, namely the 
wearing of face coverings, which I 
described in the House of Commons as ‘a 
monstrous imposition’.  

A number of constituents have written to me 
very helpfully to point out that there is no 
difference in principle between being 
required to wear a face covering and 
wearing a seat belt. Now let’s put aside any 
question as to whether face coverings are 
effective or not. Let’s simply accept the 
argument at face value that if I were to wear 
a face covering it would protect both me 
and you. A highly questionable contention 
but nevertheless let’s accept that. Should I 
be merely encouraged to wear a face 
covering? Should I be persuaded or should 
I be required? And the argument is, look, 
thirty years or so ago we were required to 
wear seat belts in cars. And there was an 
argument at the time about an intrusion by 
the nanny state into our liberty but we just 
got on with it and now when you get into 
your car you automatically put your seat belt 
on. And if you don’t it’s not because you are 
showing resistance but simply because 
you've forgotten. A little red light comes on 
and reminds you. “So Mr Swayne, what on 
earth is the fuss you are making about this? 
Just shut up and stop making a fuss.” I put it 

to you, comrades, that the case of the seat 
belt and the case of the face covering could 
not be more different.  

You may recall that there was a public 
information campaign about the wearing of 
seat belts to try and persuade us. ‘Clunk-
click every trip’ fronted by no less than 
Jimmy Saville. And when it didn’t work 
legislation was introduced to require us to 
do so. And there was a row. There was a 
public debate. And there was primary 
legislation in Parliament and a vote. Those 
people who had resisted accepted the result 
because they consented to the democratic 
process by which the decision was made. 
And we all do that. Some of you may vote 
Labour but nevertheless you consent to be 
governed by a Conservative government 
because you participated in a democratic 
process that gave rise to that outcome 
however fair or unfair you might regard it as 
being. The people who opposed seat belts 
felt that they had had their say.  

So we now come to the face covering. We 
have been subjected in the last few months 
to the most extraordinary incursions into our 
individual liberty. We have been told who 
we may meet, when we may meet them, 
where we may meet them, what we must 
wear when we do so. Where was the 
debate? Where was the case made against 
this? So when a minister announced in the 
House of Commons that we would by law 
be required to wear a face covering on 
penalty of a fine there was no debate. I was 
allowed to ask a question. Forty questions 
followed that statement. My question was 
‘What consultation has there been with the 
police who will have to enforce this 
monstrous imposition?’. That was the only 

http://dorsethumanists.co.uk/
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voice of dissent that was made on that day. 
I, as a political representative in a 
democracy, have not voted on any occasion 
for any of these constraints on our liberty. 
That’s the difference between wearing a 
seat belt and the legislation we have had 
during this crisis. The government rules by 
order. By diktat. By decree. Under powers 
granted to it in 1984 in the Public Health 
Act. George Orwell was extraordinarily 
prescient in choosing that year as the title 
for his dystopian novel.  

Now you may say that these are all trivial 
things and they’re all for our benefit. But 
when was there a dictator ever in the history 
of mankind that didn’t think his regime was 
for the benefit of people?. My warning to 
you is simply this. Ruling by decree is very 
convenient for ministers and governments 
and it may well become habit-forming. You 
have been warned.  

How to try (and fail) to 
outfox an MP     
Simon Whipple reflects on the speech given 
by Sir Desmond Swayne at our summer 
picnic 

n early August David Warden asked me 
to host a picnic for Dorset Humanists.  I 
enjoy entertaining and my house has a 

large garden, and so David knew I would 
agree his request. In order to add interest to 
the afternoon, I invited my local MP to 
attend the picnic and to deliver a short 
speech.  I have known him for several years 
and he owed me a favour, and so I thought 
he would agree to attend. 

Sir Desmond Swayne has acquired some 
notoriety recently because he opposes the 
compulsory wearing of facemasks. He 
referred to them in Parliament as a 
“monstrous imposition”.  He is rumoured to 
have been told to leave his local village 
store because he did not wear one.   

I know him as an eloquent speaker, and I 
thought the Q & A following a speech in 
which he defended the freedom of the 
Englishman to wear a facemask only if he 
chose would be entertaining. Sir Desmond 
agreed to deliver a speech entitled 

“Libertarianism in a time of national crisis”.2 
I briefed a couple of friends so that they 
could be ready with their killer questions 
after he had delivered the speech. 

The great day arrived, and we decided to go 
ahead with the picnic despite the poor 
weather. Sir Desmond and his wife Lady 
Moira Swayne arrived. After twenty minutes 
of small talk, Sir Desmond stood up to 
deliver his speech – and delivered the 
speech he chose to give rather than the one 
he had agreed to provide. 

In his speech he stated that he protested 
against the Government for having chosen 
to make facemasks compulsory without 
submitting that decision to parliamentary 
scrutiny.  He subsequently referred in his 
own twitter feed to having spoken to Dorset 
Humanists about “Liberty under threat”.  He 
made a very eloquent speech, and I felt 
drawn to agree with him that there has not 
been adequate parliamentary scrutiny of the 
work of the Government in dealing with the 
Covid crisis. 

Because he had delivered a different 
speech to the one he had agreed to 
provide, Sir Desmond escaped the critics 
from Dorset Humanists who had been 
looking forward to challenging his laissez 
faire attitude about facemasks.   

                                                 

2 Libertarianism broadly means free markets, 
small government, and non-interference in 
people’s lives more generally. It is against the 
so-called ‘nanny state’. 

I 

Sir Desmond Swayne, his wife Lady 
Moira, and David Warden 
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Lady Moira stated that she had an urgent 
engagement, and so our MP had an excuse 
for leaving the picnic promptly after a brief, 
and somewhat disappointing, Q & A. And so 
there was no opportunity to have any 
informal discussions with him. 

But despite my disappointment that Sir D 
had escaped the trap I thought we had so 
cleverly prepared for him, it was an 
enjoyable and memorable afternoon: 
primarily because it was a great pleasure to 
enjoy the company of fellow humanists after 
such a long period of virtual meetings.   

 It was suggested that we may be able to 
persuade Sir Desmond at some point in the 
future to come and talk to us about his 
religious views, possibly debating “The 
Depravity of Man vs The Dignity of Man”. 
Sir Desmond replied: “A thoroughly 
enjoyable thrash, delightful company and 
hospitality. More than happy to oblige on 
religion!” 

Letters  
& Emails 
It’s your column… 

 

From Aaron Darkwood on Sir Desmond and 
on minority support groups 

Sir Desmond spoke with splendour and 
exuberance at our garden party and 
although he took a valiant stance in 
comparing seatbelts to facemasks I have to 
raise the point of timings. There was no 
urgency for seat belts. Had legislation taken 
a year, it would have made little difference. 
Face masks and civil liberty containment 
during a pandemic was vital and needed 
implementing immediately. Delay was 
already being criticised, and action in 
accordance with science-driven 
methodology was required. I'm not sure we 
needed to know whether politicians agreed 
with medical and scientific advice or not. 
Imagine the outcome if politicians had 
overruled medical advice? 

When a government is in power, there are 
decisions that the cabinet and or leader 
makes, as befitting their role. Why have a 
leadership if every action has to go out to 
parliamentary consent? This was one of 
those times when a command decision was 
warranted. In my view, and in hindsight, the 
following reduction in cases and curve 
flattening proved to be the correct course of 
action.  

As David Warden mentioned in his column 
last month, the Dorset Race Equality 
Council would be better serviced by an 
open and inclusive Out of the Box style 
approach where all are included rather than 
segregated and thus able to learn from 
each other’s issues. But this also needs 
people in majority groups to build 
awareness. When I worked for local 
government in the Midlands we had various 
support groups for employees in minorities. 
There was a black one, a disabled one, and 
an LGBT one. My experience of the LGBT 
group was mixed, as twenty or so council 
employees met monthly to discuss 
improvements, problems, changes etc. We 
were also allotted £2,000 (each group) to 
support needs, awareness etc. If we didn't 
spend it we lost it. I voiced at the time that 
the very existence of the group caused an 
‘us and them situation as we were allowed 
time away from the office to attend, and it 
felt a bit special. In my office there was no 
mistreatment of LGBT staff and I assumed 
council employees were like this 
everywhere. I was therefore quite surprised 
when several gay employees in the social 
work department had experienced 
mistreatment, snide remarks, gay jokes and 
other issues from staff and managers alike. 

My overall feeling is that segregation isn't 
needed, and shouldn't be required. Gay 
bars should be a thing of the past. Can you 
imagine a ‘blacks only’ bar or other 
grouping? Yet although we ourselves may 
be in an ‘ok place’ others may not be and it 
is for them that minority support groups 
need to reach out. I still believe however 
that such specific minority groups should be 
phased out and that maybe a generic 
minority support group could be formed 
instead.  
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e’re not in the habit of inviting MPs to address our gatherings but I’m glad 

we did on this occasion.  Sir Desmond and his wife were very friendly and 

his speech contained a number of interesting themes. His core complaint is 

that face masks, unlike seat belts, have been imposed on the population without proper 

Parliamentary discussion and voting. It was done by diktat, bypassing the normal 

methods for establishing consent. OK, but Parliament, presumably, has in the past 

consented to the existence of such emergency powers which the government may 

exercise at its discretion. The public seems to be broadly in favour. There have been no 

‘mask riots’ or mass civil disobedience. Personally speaking, I think face masks are 

grotesque and de-humanising. But I accept that they may play a part in inhibiting the 

transmission of the virus.  

Sir Desmond claimed from the outset that he was a ‘Church and Queen Tory’, not a 

libertarian, despite the fact that his political education was based on Friedrich Hayek’s 

seminal texts, The Road to Serfdom (1944) and The Constitution of Liberty (1960). Margaret 

Thatcher famously carried a copy of the second tome in her handbag. So what is the 

difference between a Tory and a libertarian? There are different versions of 

libertarianism but, in general, libertarians prefer small government, low taxes, and 

almost untrammelled personal freedoms, such as the freedom to enjoy recreational 

drugs and, in the United States, the freedom to own guns.  Sir Desmond may be in 

favour of the economic elements of this programme but he said that, “whilst I attach 

great importance to liberty I attach even greater importance, perhaps, to order.” 

Thoroughgoing libertarianism would, presumably, threaten the order he desires, 

particularly as he believes in the ‘radical depravity of man’. But at the same time, he 

does not want to have order imposed by diktat without consent. These views stem from 

John Locke and the Whig (liberal progressive) tradition. Locke, along with Hobbes, 

believed that the state of nature, before government, was a war of ‘all against all’ where 

life would be nasty and short. Hobbes and the Tories of the time believed in absolute 

monarchy whereas Locke and the Whigs argued that government is a voluntary social 

contract between people and rulers who must govern in the interests of the public good 

and on the basis of consent. So despite Sir Desmond’s self-identification as a Tory he’s 

also a bit of a Whig. Regrettably, we did not have time to grill him on his voting record 

in Parliament.  He made a quick getaway! 

W 
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